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Introductory Diſcourſe 


Delivered at 
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239 


SAMUEL MORTON SAVAGE. 


E Great and Bleſſed God, 
i the father of mercies, was 
" pleaſed to make early provi- 
; fon for the recovery and ſal- 

2 5 8 g vation of apoſtate, fallen men. 
And He has had a viſible 
church on earth in all ages of the world, fa- 
voured with the knowledge of true religion, 
and the way of ſalvation. This church was 
long confined to a ſmall part of the earth, 
and a ſingle family or people, among whom 
the will of God, relating to the great ſalva- 
tion, was gradually revealed by inſpired 2 
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phets, occaſionally raiſed up from time to 
time. But in the fullneſs of time Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Son of God, came to be the meſſenger of 
his father's grace, to give a new and more 
glorious effuſion of divine, ſaving light, and 
to introduce a more extenſive, as well as a 
more clear and ſpiritual diſpenſation of religi- 
on, than any which had preceded, His per- 
ſonal miniſtry, beſides the merit and exam- 
ple of his holy life, and the atonement of 
his death, went little farther, than fixing 
his miſſion and authority on it's proper di- 
vine foundation, by producing ſufficient cre- 
dentials for it; and gathering himſelf ſuch 
diſciples, as, by conſtant attendance upon, 
and intimacy with him, might become fit to 
be afterwards employed as miniſters of the 
kingdom of grace, which he was going to 
ſet up. Accordingly when be had died for 
our offences, and riſen again for our juſtifi- 
cation, and aſcended into heaven, and led cap- 
tivity captive, be received gifts for men, even 
the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, whom he ſhed 
down very remarkably on his apoſtles and 
choſen diſciples +, and furniſhed them for 
teſtifying his reſurreRion, and preaching his 
Goſpel in all it's extent, and proving and 
confirming both, by miraculous powers and 
extraordinary gifts, as well as by the graces 
of their holy lives, 

And 


I Probably on all the one hundred and twenty, comp 
pare Acts i. 15. with Ch. ii. 1. 


' | 


INTRODUCTION. 5 


And great ſucceſs immediately attended 
their preaching, and churches were ſoon ga- 
thered and formed by their Labours, in moſt 
parts of the world. 

When churches were thus formed, theſe 
firſt, inſpired preachers left them written 
directions and rules to walk by, which were 
to compleat the canon of ſcripture, and 
to be of ſtanding uſe after their departure; 
and then no more inſpired teachers, or new re- 
velations, were to be expected. But it ſeems 
evident, that an order of miniſters was de- 
ſigned to be kept up in the chriſtian church 
to the lateſt times, who might lead the wor- 
ſhip of chriſtians open, explain, and enforce 
the doctrines and duties of chriſtianity, laid 
down in the ſcripture, in their public aſ- 
ſemblies, take the charge and overſight of 
particular churches, and adminiſter thoſe or- 
dinances among them which Chriſt had ap- 
pointed. The perpetuity of the chriſtian 
miniſtry might be argued, would your time 


allow of it, from the reaſon of the thing, 


and from the nature and inſtitution of the 
chriſtian ſacraments of baptiſm and the Lord's- 
ſupper. The latter of theſe is plainly to be 
perpetuated 'till Chriſt's ſecond coming ; as 
appears alſo to be the caſe with the former, from 
the manner in which our bleſſed Saviour cloſes 
the general commiſſion he gave his Apoſtles 
fo profelyte and baptize all nations, by pro- 
miſing that he would be with them, to. autha- 
riae and bleſs the practice, always, even 

3 unto 
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unto the end of the world, Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. 
As this promiſe reaches beyond the Apo- 

ſtles times to the end of the world, + it muſt 


look farther than their own extraordinary mi- 


niſtry to ſucceeding miniſters, of inferior cha- 
racer and authority indeed, but who ſhould 
nevertheleſs preach the ſame goſpel, and ad- 
miniſter the ſame ordinances they did, by the 
ordinary gifts of God's good ſpirit, though 
not poſſeſſed of extraordinary or miraculous 
ones 4. REES 

The Apoſtles had the univerſal intereſts 
of chriſtianity to promote and manage, and 
therefore as that extended, and churches en- 
creaſed, it was requiſite that particular church- 
es ſhould be provided with ſtated miniſters, 
to reſide among them, and take care of their 
fpiritual concerns, and adminiſter the word 
and ordinances to them. 

And ſuch miniſters we read of in the new 
teſtament, who are called paſtors, biſbops, 
and elders, which are nanjes of one and the 


ſame office ; * tho' it was not thought proper 


that ſhould appear in our Engliſh bible. We 


read in Eph, iv, 11. that our Lord Jeſus 
| | _ Chriſt 


+ This ſenſe of cure ,můe here, may be con- 
firmed by Ch. xiii, 49. where it evidently ſignifies not 
the finiſhing of the Few!/b diſpenſation, but the conſum- 
mation of all things. | | 

t Theſe I am apt to think, with Dr. Middleton, 
ceaſed after the apo olic age, at leaſt as accompanying 
any office and being deſigned to prove truth. 5 

Compare Tit. i. 5. with u. 7. Ads X. 17. with 
v. 28. and 1 Pet. v. 1. 2. | 
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Chriſt gave, or appointed ſome to be Apoſtles, 
and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſis, which 
were all extraordinary officers, peculiar to the 
firſt age of chriſtianity, it follows, and he 
gave ſome to be paſtors and teachers, + that is 
ordinary miniſters to be of ſtanding ſervice 
through all ages of the church; as we learn 
from the end or deſign of their appointment, 
in the two next verſes, vbich vat for the per- 
Fecting of the ſaints, for the work of the mini- 
try, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt ; till 

ve all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, 
unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt. Such miniſters, whoſe office is to 
teach or inſtru people in the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and like ſhepherds to feed them with 
his word and ordinances, and take the care 
and direction of them in their ſpiritual con- 
cerns, are, it appears from hence, to continue, 
till chriſtians all arrive at the ſtate and world 
of perfection, and no longer need their mi- 
niſtry. It is evident ſuch miniſters, to do the 
office of paſtors, and watch over their flock, 

muſt be ſlated in the care of particular church- 
es. And ſo it is ordered, that elders ſhould 
be ordained in every city, that is, where there 
was 


From the order in which teachers are mentioned, 
ſome would ſuppoſe they were inferior and aſſiſtant offi- 
cers to paſtors, like WET to Apoſtles ; but as it 
is not faid ſome paſtors and ſome teachers, they do not 
ſeem to mean different perſons, but the ſame, denomi- 
nated from different parts of their office, 
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was a chriſtian church requiring their mini- 
ſtry, Tz. i. 5. and that by theſe elders we are 
to underſtand r/hyps or paſtors appears from 
the following verſes, where the character and 
qualifications requiſite in the perſons to be or- 
dained, are laid down as the qualifications of 
a biſhop, and among them, beſides blameleſs 
morals, one is, an ability by found doctrine 
fo exhort and convince gainſayers, And the 
elders of the church at Epheſus, which being 
large, had more than one, are charged 10 
take heed to and feed that flock, of which the 
Holy Gboſt had made them biſhops, or given 
them the paſtoral care and overſight, AFs xx. 
17, 28. | 

— 4 the whole therefore it appears, that 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaw fit there ſhould be 
ſuch ſort of officers very early in his church, 
as we now mean by paſtors or miniſters, and 
that they were to be continued therein. | 

Let us proceed briefly to conſider in what 
manner ſuch miniſters are to be introduced in- 
to their care of a church, 

The Apoſtles, or firſt extraordinary mini- 
ſters of the church of Chriſt, were appointed 
immediately by our Lord himſelf, the head of 
the church, or elſe by ſome extraordinary in- 
terpoſition and direction of his ſpirit, And 
by virtue of his authority, and the ſpecial di- 
rections of his ſpirit, the Apoſtles fixed on other 
proper perſons, and ordained them to the 
goſpel miniſtry, by prayer and the impoſition 
of their hands. And we find them ng 

lIome 
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ſome of theſe, as Timothy and Titus, who 
ſeem to have been Evangeliſts, or in ſome 
ſerſe extraordinary miniſters *, to ordain 
ordinary miniſters or paſtors in the churches ; 
to commit the things they had heard from the 
Apoſtles to faithful men, who ſhould be able 
fo teach others alſo, and to ordain elders in 
every city, 2 Tim. ii. Tit. i. 5. 

Yet notwithſtandipg their extraordinary 
powers, we can hardly imagine the Apoſtles, 
or Evangeliſts went ſo far, as to fix mini- 
ſters in particular churches, without their 
conſent. Since when even an Apoſtle was 
to be choſen in the room of Judas, all the 
one hundred and twenty Diſciples joined in 
ſelecting two perſons, for one of them to be 
choſen by lot into that high office, Acts i. 
15, 23. And in the appointment of Dea- 
cons f, to manage the ſecular affairs of the 
church at Feruſalem, the Apoſtles referred it 
to the body of the Diſciples, to look out from 
among themſelves proper, wiſe and holy, 
reputable perſons to fill that office, whom, 
after they had been choſen by the people, the 
Apoſtles ſet apart to it by prayer and impoſi- 
tion of hands, Acts vi. 3, 6. Much leſs then 

. ſince 


* As Timothy ap to be expreſsly called an 
Evangeliſt, 2 Tim. Be.” bd Titus is ſtyled and was 
employed as, the Fellow-ZHelper to St. Paul, 2 Cer. 
viii. 23. See Miſcell. Sacra, Vol. i. Eſſay i. p. 64. 

+ Dr. Benſon takes theſe to have been extraordinary 
officers, Hiſt. of the planting the chriſtian religion, 
Vol. i. B. i. Ch. iii. §. 6. 
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ſince the days of inſpiration are over, can it 


be thought reaſonable, that any perſons ſhould 
take upon them to impoſe a miniſter upon a 
chriſtian ſociety without their conſent, But 
as in all civilized ſtates, people have liberty to 
chuſe their own phyſicians and lawyers,to take 
care of their health and their temporal affairs, 


how much more reaſon have they to plead 


their natural right to chuſe their own mini- 
ſters, to guide and aſſiſt them in the more 
important concerns of their ſouls? But when 
this right is ſecured to a chriſtian church of 
chuſing their own miaiſter, I think, it may 
be inferred from the above examples, that 
it is proper miniſters ſhould be concerned in 
ordaining, or ſolemnly ſetting him apart to 
his paſtoral charge, and recommending him, 
and his people, to the bleſſing of God. And 
the reaſon of the thing intimates this to be 
expedient, to prevent improper perſons from 
inſinuating themſelyes into the care of a 
church; fince miniſters, without aſſuming 
any thing extraordinary to their character, 
may ſurely for the moſt part, be ſuppoſed 
better acquainted both with the qualifications 
and characters of thoſe of their own profeſſion, 
than private chriſtians are, When therefore 
a deſtitute church, after prayer for divine 

direction, and following the apparent lead- 
ings of providence, are diſpoſed to call a 
miniſter, whole gifts they have tried, to take 
the charge of them in the Lord, it is but a 


natural expedient, that they ſhould aſk the 
advice 
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advice and concurrence of neighbouring mi- 
niſters, and have their aſſiſtance, and the 
countenance of neigbouring churches, in or- 
der to maintain the bond of chriſtian com- 
munion with them, in. ſolemnly and pubs 
lickly ſetting him apart to his ſtated labour 
among them. This, I ſay, I take to be ge- 
erally expedient, tho' I cannot ſee ſufficient 
ground to preſcribe this, or in ſhort, any 
particular way of procedure as abſolutely 
neceſſary in all circumſtances &. 

As to the method or form of ordination 
ztſelf, the ſcripture has leſt it pretty much 
at large; the common practice of the con- 
gregational churches ſeems to have reaſon on 
it's fide, which is —— that there ſhould be 
a public declaration of the miniſter's re- 
gular call to the paſtoral office, and of his 
and the people's mutual conſent to that re- 
lation's commencing between them, and 
as paſtors are alſo to be teachers, or public in- 
ſtrutors of their people in the whole revealed 
will of God, it is uſual for them on this oc- 
caſion, and I apprehend by no means incon- 
fiſtent with chriſtian liberty, to deliver a com- 
prehenſive profeſſion of their religious ſenti- 
ments, which may ſatisfy thoſe who are con- 
cerned in, and witneſſes to their ordination, of 
their ability to fulfil that principal, ſtated part 
of their office, preaching the goſpel, and 
then fome hints of advice, addreſſed by ſenior 

B 2 mini- 

A valid and a regular ordination, or miniſtry, are 

different things. 
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miniſters, both to the miniſter ordained, and 
| to his people, reſpecting their mutual duty, 
[i cannot be judged an unſuitable part of the 
6 ſervice at an ordination, —— but prayer is 
„ certainly the moſt neceſſary and principal 
Fi part of the ſervice, to engage that divine 
i bleſſing on the ſettlement thus publicly made, 
! without which it will turn to no good ac- 
1 count either to the miniſter or people. 
5 It was by prayer every ordination men- 
U tioned in ſcripture was performed. And fre- 
| quently; tho' not conſtantly (as it is omitted in 
i Adds xiv. 23.) impoſition of the hands of the 
„ ordainets is mentioned, as accompanying 
prayer on this occaſion, And, for my part, 
think it bighly probable, that it was uſed 
in all the primitive ordinations, as it was a 
very ancient, natural and fignificative rite, 
to accompany prayer in imploting a divine 
bleſſing upen a perſon, or publicly pointing 
him out, and ſetting him apart to any ſacred 
| office or ſervice, But as it admits diſpute 
i among learned men, whether there was not 
it ſomething extraordinary and peculiar to. thoſe 
if times, in all the ordinations mentioned in the 
þ New Teſtament, either with reſpe& to the 
character of the ordainers, or certain gifts and 
N powers received by the perſons ordarned, 
i many ſerious people conceive of impoſition 
of hands, as a conſtant ſign of ſuperior autbo- 
rity, and of conveying gifts or power *, and 
| are 


| The moſt common objection at preſent to the im- 
| poſnion 
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are therefore offended at the uſe of it in our 
times, when no miniſters of the goſpel can 

reaſon- 


poſition of Hands is, that it was always a ſign of con- 
ferring 9 gifts. But that, as not a fact, 
was not objected by the congregationaliſts formerly. 
On the contrary, the learned Dr. Owen, in his elabo- 
rate expoſition on the Hebrews, vol. iii. p. 33. ſpeaks of 
a fourfold impoſition of hands uſed by Chriſt and his 
% Apoſtles,” among which he expreſsly diſtinguiſhes 
that which was uſed in ſetting perſons apart to the 
„ miniſtry,” from that ** which was uſed in the colla- 
tion of ſupernatural gifts.” And fo far was he from 
being againſi the impoſition of hands, in ſetting apart 
perſons to the miniſtry, in theſe later ages when extra- 
ordinary gifts have ceaſed, that he aſſerts, it was a 
right of /anding uſe in the church, and that where- 
in church-order is much concerned.” And the con- 
2 churches, in the declaration of their faith 
and order, agreed on at the Savey in 1658, make impo- 
ſition of hands to be part of the way appointed 
« Chr/t, for ſetting apart a perſon to the office of paſ- 
<« tor, teacher, or elder, and alſo of deacon in a 
„ church.” See their declaration of church-order, 
article 11. Hence it may ſeem ſtrange, that by this 
time it ſhould be grown ſo generally ont of uſe in thoſe 
churches, But the real ground of this, (and all the dif- 
ficulty they originally 3 it) is, that they have 
conſidered impoſition of hands as a ſign of authority, 
and communicating office-power. Which will be obvious 
from obſerving, that in the article of the Savoy con- 
feſſion juſt referred to, when in ſeparating a perſon to 
office in a church, they ſpeak of doing it “ with impo- 
4 ſition of hands.” It is the impoſition of hands of 
« the elderſhip of that church, if there be any before 
44 conſtituted therein,” Whereby they veſt the right of 
laying on hands, ſolely in the elderſhip of that church 
itſelf, to whoſe ſervice the perſon is to be ſet apart, 
and not in the elders or miniſters of other churches ; and 
that becauſe they do not apprehend miniſters can con- 
ſiſtently with the independency of churches exerciſe, 
much 
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reaſonably pretend to ſuch ſuperiority above 
their brethren, or to convey any thing at 
all to them. And in this, or any caſe like it, 
where we have ſo little of expreſs rule to 
allege, to zn/j/# on the practice as a matter of 
neceſſity, ſeems not to be walking in peace or 


charity . | 
Thus 


much leſs convey any office-power, out of their own 
churches. This will clearly appear to have been their 
ſenſe of the matter on comparing article 12. and 15. 
And as Dr. Owen was a ns, in drawing up that 


declaration, he muſt doubtleſs be - underſtood correſpon- 


ently, in the paſſage above cited, of the impoſition 
of hands of the elders of a particular church, to whoſe 
ſervice any officer is ſet apart ; eſpecially ſince he de- 
rives the practice from the children of IJſrael's laying 
their hands on the Levites at their conſecration, Numb. 
viii. 9, 10, 11. Since therefore the congregational 
churches have declined the cuſtom of having other (or 
ruling ) elders, beſides the paſtors, (or teaching elders) 
the practice of impoſition of hands has of courſe drop- 
ped along with it. Upon the whole, one cannot help 
remarking, that our nations about the de/ign of impoſition 
of hands, probably need correction; but, ſurely, the total 
diſuſe of the thing itſelf is not very conſiſtent with the 
above cited ſtrong declarations of our predeceſſors in 
it's favour ! | 

But there needs apology for the prolixity of this 
note, about a matter which I own to be among the 
meats and drinks, that are of little moment in com- 
pariſon of that righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, wherein the kingdom of God conſiſts, and 
which I long, with my whole ſoul, to ſee come with ſuch 
power, as to put an end to all angry controverſies about 
lefler matters. 

+ The reader may ſee ſeveral of the particulars briefly 
hinted in the latter part of this diſcourſe, conſidered 
more largely, in Dr. Watts's rational foundation of a 


chriſtian church, Section 2d. latter part, and Section 3d, 
throughout, | 
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Thus I have given a general, jntroductory 
account of the nature and reaſon of the ſo- 
lemnities of this day's ſervice. 

I ſhall now addreſs myſelf more immedi- 
ately to the members of this church, by 
whoſe invitation we are at preſent, aſſembled. 
And give me leave, Sirs, to call upon ſome 
of you in the name of the reſt, to declare 
with what regularity you have proceeded to 
get that melancholy breach filled up, which 
it has pleaſed God in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence to make upon you, by the remoyal 
of your late * worthy paſtor ? 


* Here one of the church accordingly gave 
& an account of their having invited the reve- 
ce rend Mr. William Ford, junior, to be their 
e paſtor, and alſo recognized the call.” 


Mr. Ford, we have heard, Sir, the call 
this church has given you to be their paſtor ; 
we now deſire you would let us know in 
what light you have conſidered it, and whe- 
ther you accept it ? 


“This Mr. Ford accordingly did, and ſig- 
e nified his acceptance.“ 


We are now, my dear brother, witneſſes 
to your ſettlement in the paſtoral care of this 
church. And as great part of your work 

will 


That excellent perſon, the late reverend Mr, 
Timathy Jolle. | 
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will conſiſt in feeding it ith knowledge 
and underſtanding, explaining and inculca- 
ting, enforcing and defending the great 
truths of chriſtianity, I preſume; you will 
not think it improper, if, (while we pretend 
not authoritatively to demand it,) we defire 

ou would make a public profeflion of your 
chriſtian faith, as I have no doubt but that 
it will bea great encouragement to us in the 
reſt of the ſervice, and will give the pleaſing 
proſpe& of your proving an able miniſter of 
the new teſtament, one who can rightly di- 
vide the word of truth. | | 


Here Mr. Ford delivered the combir 4 
ſubjoined. | na 


After this full, and clear, and diſtinct de- 
claration of your ſentiments, J believe, Sir, 
may ſay in the name of my reverend hre- 
thren, and mioſt who are here preſent, as 
well as my own, that, it is a geod confeſſion 
you have now witneſſed before many witne(- 
ſes, one that preſages your acceptance and 


/ uſefulneſs, May the Father of lights, and 


the God of all grace, lead you ſtill more 


and more into the knowledge of the truth 


as it is in Jeſus, and ſanctify you thereby; 
may He enable you. to live upon, and to 
live up to the doctrines you preach ; may 
your work be your growing delight; and 
may your labour be far from proving in vain 
in the Lord. Wn” 

| | A 
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S it is uſual, upon theſe oc- 
caſions, for perſons to make 
| a publick confeſſion of their 
faith, and of the doctrines 
which they intend to preach, 
I ſhall very readily comply 
with that cuſtom : eſpecially as it appears 
to me to be reaſonable, and no ways con- 
tradictory to, but fully confiſtent with that 
liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made us free. 
For the further ſatisfaction of this church 
of Chriſt, . which I truſt has been led, by 
divine direction, to make choice of one 
of the leaſt, and unworthieſt of the ſervants 
of our Lord, to the paſtoral office a- 
mong them; and for the ſatisfaction of 
thoſe, who are the ſpectators of the ſolemn 


tranſactions of this day, I declare in the pre- 
8 ſence 
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ſence of the all-ſeeing, heart-ſearching God, 


that the following are the articles of my 
faith, and what I intend, through divine 
aſſiſtance, to make the ſubjects of my mi- 
niſtrations. 

_ Herein I take the liberty as a protgſtant, 
and as a proteſtant-difſenter, of judging for 
myſelf, concerning what appears to me, to 
be the articles of the chriſtian faith : which 
priviledge I would hope all perſons will 


ſuffer me to remain in full poſſeſſion of; 


as I am willing to allow the ſame to 
others. | | 3 

As I deſire to be always ready to embrace 
truth, wherever it appears; I hope I ſhall re- 
ceive with all meekneſs, and thankfulneſs, 
any further iuformation, that may be given 
me of the will of God : endeavouring to 
maintain a humble ſenſe of my own imper- 
fection, and my being liable to miſtake; 
and to be very importunate with the giver of 
that true wiſdom, which cometh down from a- 
bove, and from whom alone proceeds every 
good and perfect gift, that He would open 
the eyes of my underſtanding, and lead me 
intoa more clear, and comprehenfive know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus, and a 


more powerful, and experimental acquaint- 


ance with it. 
The exiſtence of God, or of an all- wiſe, all- 
powerful Being, who exiſts by an abſolute 


neceſſity of nature, I moſt firmly believe. 
| | Where- 


\ 


/ 


v 


/ 
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Wherever I turn my eyes, every thing 


that preſents itſelf to my view, declares 
this truth, that there: muſt be ſome one 
firſt cauſe of all things ; a Being who alone 


- exiſted from all eternity. When I ſee num- 
berleſs things that. exiſt, and conſider the 


beauty, order, and harmony, which runs 
through the whole; and particularly when 


I reflect upon the nature of man; theſe all 


aſſure me, as with one voice, that the world 
is not eternal, was not formed by chance ; 
but that the hand that made, and governs all 
theſe things, is divine : and that they are the 
effects of knowledge, wiſdom, and good- 
neſs, as well as almighty power. 

From hence I believe it is deducible, that 
God is poſſeſſed of all natural, and moral 
perfections: or that He is a Spirit, infinite, 
eternal, and unchangeable in His being, wiſ- 
dom, power, holineſs, juſtice, goodneſs, 


and truth. 


And as it is evident there is a Being poſ- 
ſeſſed of theſe perfections, ſo it is as evident, 
that there can be only one ſupreme, Al- 
mighty Being, who does thus exiſt by an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of nature, and is neceſſaril 
poſſeſſed of theſe perfections. 

I BEL1EvE that man, (who is the moſt 
noble part of this lower creation) has not on- 
ly a material body, but is poſſeſſed of pow- 
ers vaſtly ſuperior to thoſe which are to be 
found in mere matter; whereby he is capable 
of thinking, reaſoning, remembring, and 

| C 2 willing, 
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20 A Confeſſim of Faith. 
willing, and of having a variety of affections 
excited in his breaſt : and — the principle 
within us, which is poſſeſſed of theſe pow- 
ers, and thus diſtinct from matter, and ſu- 
to it, is capable of exiſting without 

the body, and that it is immortal. a 

I BELigve there are duties which the 
creatures. of God's power, and the depen- 
dents upon His goodneſs, neceſſarily owe to 
Him who is the author, and preſerver of 
their beings, to themſelves, and to their 


| fellow-creatures, —That. man was originally 


forniſhed with ſufficient means of knowing 
what was thus obligatory upon him, as well 
as with an ability of complying with thoſe 
obligations. This law was inforced upon 
him, by the conſideration of a ſtate, either 
of eternal happineſs, or everlaſting miſery, 
conſequent upon the immortality of the ſoul; 

the — in proof of which notion af- 
forded us by the light of nature, ſeem far 
from being inconſiderable. 

But though the light of nature might have 

been a ſufficient guide to man, to have di- 
rected him what it was his duty to be- 
lieve, and practiſe in a ſtate of innocence; 
and though the works of creation and pro- 
vidence are ill witneſſes of the being, and 
perfections of God; and we may, by reflect- 
ing upon theſe thiugs, know ſomewhat of 
the mind and will of God, (which may be 
ſufficient to render all who are unmindful of 


out 
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out excuſe ;z) yet I am fenſible there is a u- 
niverſal depravity of human nature every 
where very apparent, and that the groſſeſt 
ignorance, and abominable ſuperſtitions, and 
idolatries, have prevailed, not only among 
the more barbarous nations, but among the 
moſt refined, and polite part of mankind ; 
and which the wiſeſt, and moſt knowing of 
the philoſophers themſelves, (who had no 
other guide to follow in their ſearches after 
truth, but the light of natural reaſon, and 
the feint tradition of revelation) have fallen 
into, and moſt glaringly manifeſted in their 
writings, when treating concerning matters, 
even of the greateſt moment in religion. 
When I conſider theſe things, I am moſt 
fully convinced, that we are indebted to re- 
velation for any diſtin knowledge of the 
moſt important truths of religion, of our ob- 
ligation to our duty, and of the motives 
to the practice of it—that it is the ſacred 
volume, and that only, which can give us 
any information of the purpoſes of God's 
neſs and mercy, with reference to fallen 
creatures, and of the execution of ſuch gracious 
deſigns —and that it is from hence alone, we 
derive our knowledge of a ſolid foundation, 
for ſinners to build their hopes upon, of par- 
doning mercy, and divine acceptance ; as 
well of the way and means whereby we muſt 
be reſtored to the fayour cf God, which we 
had forfeited, 
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* A Confeſſion of Faith. 

I BEL1Eve that God has of his free, un- 
merited favour, been pleaſed to ſend us a re- 
velation, which does the higheſt honour to 
the author of it, as well as makes the moſt 
glorious diſcoveries to man. | 

] am firmly perſuaded, that this revelation 
15 contained in the books which are com- 
monly called the ſcriptures of the old and new 
teftaments, and that we have all the proof any 
reaſonable perſon can poſſibly require of their 
divine original: which appears from the 
nature and defign of them — from their 
being ſo excellently adapted to anſwer 
ſuch a purpoſe — from the character and 


_ circumſtances of the inſpired writers — 


from the accompliſhment of prophecies 
contained in them — from the atteſtation 
of miracles — from the preſervation of theſe 


writings — and from the wonderful effects, 


which have been produced by them upon 
the hearts and lives of men. 

As theſe ſcriptures are the word of God, 
I am well ſatisfied, they contain all that is 
neceſſary to be believed and praQtiſed in 
matters of religion — that we ſtand in no 
need of any perfons among us, to be infallible 
interpreters of the meaning of them ; as all 
that is neceſſary to falvation is ſufficiently 
plain, and ſhall be ſo to thoſe who are 
truly deſirous of knowing the doctrine, whe- 
ther it be of God — that no additions are 
to he made to this revelation, by any tra- 


ditions of men — and that by this rule, 


con- 
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controverſies concerning religious matters 
are to be determined, 

. I BELIEVE it is the duty of all to whom 
the ſcriptures are ſent, to receive them as 
a revelation from God : And as ſuch I 
would eſteem it binding on myſelf in par- 
ticular ; though many of the precepts of 
it are contrary to the inclinations of cor- 
rupt nature, and ſome of it's doctrines a- 
bove finite reaſon fully to comprehend : and 
I would embrace, with the profoundeſt hu- 
mility and reverence, and with the utmoſt 
thankfulneſs, whatever is expreſsly revealed 
in the ſcriptures, or whatever appears to 
me deducible by neceſſary conſequences from 
them. 
Upon the authority of theſe ſacred records 
I believe, that though there is but one God, 
et that there are three, who may be. called 
diſtin& perſons in the Godhead, known by 
the names of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
That theſe three do participate of the one 
divine eſſence, appears from their having 
thoſe names, attributes, and honours aſcribed 
to them, which ſeem to me, from the ſcrip- 
tures, incommunicable to any other being, 
beſides the one only living and true God. Theſe 
three are alſo repreſented under diſtinct per- 
ſonal characters, as having diſtin perſo- 
nal properties, and as operating diſtinctly. 
I therefore conclude, that I am bound by 
revelation to acknowledge, that though there 
is but one God, yet that in the Godhead 
; ; there 
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there are tree diſtinct perſons; though yet 
not three diſtinct beings, but one and the 
fame in ſutſtance, and equal in power and 
glory: and that this one God is the ſole 
proper object of religious worſhip. I cannot 
indeed conceive the manner of their exiſt- 
ence ; nor can I form any idea of abſolute 
eternity, and ſome other perfections of the 
divine being; though yet I moſt firmly be- 
lieve that God is poſſeſſed of them: How- 
ever I am thoroughly perſuaded, that this tri 
nity of perſons, is entirely conſiſtent with the 
unity of the Godhead ; and the unity with 
the trinity ; at the ſame time contenting my- 
ſelf to leave the manner of it, (as it ſeems 
to me the ſcriptures themſelves have done) 
wholly unexplained. 

I BeL1Eve that whatever comes to paſs 
in time, was decreed from eternity, or that 
God has foreordained whatever comes to pals. 

As he determined from all eternity, to 
create the univerſe, and all things therein, 
fo he reſolved, either to effect, or permit, 
whatever has, or ſhall ever happen. This de- 
termination regards even thoſe actions, which 
appear to us the moſt contingent ;' but is 
however, effected in ſuch a manner, as that 
no conſtraint is thereby laid upon the will 
of man ; while yet the honour of the divine 

rfections is fully maintained. 

That tranſaction, which appears from the 
ſcriptures, to have borne the earlieſt date, 


is, the covenant of redemption, which the 
ſacred 
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facred three entered into, for the recovery 
of a certain number of the poſterity of Adam, 
from that dreadful ruin, which he, (who 
knows the end from the beginning) deter- 
mined to ſuffer mankind to fall into, in con- 
ſequence of the apoſtacy from God. Ac- 
cording to this agreement, the Father choſe, 
the Son undertook to redeem, and the * 
rit to /anctiſy. | 

I BELIEVE that thoſe, * were the ob- 

s of God's everlaſting love, were not 
— foreſight of their own good works 
as a cauſe moving him thereto; but on- 
ly of his meer good pleaſure': though yet 
he foreordained, that they ſhould be holy; 
He alſo fixed upon all the means, which 
were neceſſary to effect, and accompliſh the 
propoſed end, as well as determined their 
happineſs, or the end itſelf. He choſe them 
to ſalvation, through ſanctiſication f the _ | 
and belief of the truth. 
According to the plan, which infinite wiſ⸗ 
dom had laid for diſplaying the glory of the 
divine perfections, particularly the good- 
neſs of God, in the beginning He created 
the world, which work He performed in 
fix days. The Heavens and the earth were 
created by the word of His power. And as 
all things were created by Him, ſo God up- 
holds and preſerves all things in being: He 
is the univerſal governour, and over- rules 


all the actions of men, and every event alſo 
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26 A Confeſſion of Faith, 
in the natural world, as may beſt ſubſerve 
the purpoſes of His own glory. | 

I BELIEVE that after God had created 


this world, as a proper place for the re- 


ception of man; He formed his body of the 
common earth, though entirely free from 
the ſeeds of corruption and mortality, and 

ve him a ſoul made in God's own image 
and likeneſs, Man was not only endued 
with a principle of immortality ; but with 
knowledge, righteouſneſs, and holineſs ; free 
from that diſorder, and depravity, which 
now univerſally obtains among us; and 
he had alſo the dominion affigned him, 
over this lower creation, 

God not only gave man the moral law, 
as the rule of his conduct, but added another 
command merely of a poſitive nature, as 
a teſt of his obedience: and upon. man's 
conforming himſelf to that, as well as to the 
moral law, depended his continuance in the 
favour of God. Death was alſo threatened 
in caſe of his being diſobedient. From this 
tranſaction, and from ſome other paſſages 
of ſcripture, it ſeems evident to me, there 
was a covenant made with Adam. | 

I am fully convinced, this covenant in- 
cluded not only our firſt parents themſelves, 
but alſo all their poſterity by ordinary ge- 
neration : Adam being conſidered not only 
as a natural head, but as a federal repreſen- 
tative of all his deſcendants. According to 


the tenour of this covenant, God promiſed 
life 
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life and happineſs to Adam, and in him, to all 
his poſterity, if he retained his integrity; and 
threatened death and ruin upon his ſeed, as 
well as to himſelf, if he was diſobedient. 
This appears to have been a reaſonable, 
righteous, and gracious appointment. | 
But, though man was capable of per- 
forming the conditions of this covenant, 
and though he enjoyed every thing that he 
could reaſonably defire, and which God, 
who is infinitely wiſe and good, thought pro- 
per to beſtow upon him ; yet he hearkened 
to the temptations of ſatan, (who envied the 
happineſs of man,) and eat of the forbidden 
fruit. Hereby he polluted his nature, for- 
feited his happineſs, incurred the diſpleaſure 
of his Maker, and rendered himſelf liable to 
ſuffer the puniſhment threatened upon diſobe- 
dience. And the covenant being made not 
only for himſelf, but for his deſcendants ; 
they alſo ſinned in him, and fell with him, in 
his firſt tranſgreſſion; ſo that all mankind 
now come into the world, not only with 
depraved natures, but the guilt of that 
tranſgreſſion is imputed to us all. 

God might very juſtly have ſuffered us all 
to have periſhed under the ſad conſequences 
of the apoſtacy; but as He had, of his mere 

pleaſure, deſigned the falvation of ſome 

of the fallen race, and had appointed his 
Son to be the mediator of a new covenant, 
which He would make with them, which 
is commonly called the covenant of grace; 
D 2 (that 


— — t by , * — — pe 5 — 2 
"- . x" Y 2 - " : 

- 0 — * - . w- ” 

. - — * 6 - 2 


— » 2 — = 2 > — = 
K 
"I. — - . — 1 - 2 . 
4 8 2 1 3 . 42 4 


28 A Confeſſion of Faith. 

(that he ſhould become the ſurety and re- 
preſentative of His people, and ſhould do 
all that was neceflary to procure their falva- 
tion, in a way conſiſtent with the honour of 


all the divine petfections, which office Chriſt 


molt readily undertook, the Spirit alſo en- 
gaging to apply the purchaſed bleſſings, and 
the Father himſelf to beſtow them;) He 
was pleaſed to give very early intimations 
of this grace, even immediately after the 
fall, in that fir goſpel-· promiſe, that the ſeed 
of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
This was the firſt dawn of light upon thoſe 
who were involved in thick darkneſs. God 

roceeded from age to age to give more full 
diſcoveries of his good will: and thus did 
the light ſhine more and more unto perfect 
day. 1 | 
he conſequence of the agreement which 
the ſacred Three had entered into; in the 
fulneſs of time, the only begotten, and well 
beloved Son of God, came into this our 
world, having taken the human nature into 
union with the divine, ſurrounded with all 
the infirmities it is ſubject to, fin only ex- 
cepted ; that He might be a ſuitable media- 
tor between God and men, and might be 
capable of ſuffering, and thereby of ſatisfy- 
ing for us. | 9993 

This glorious perſon, in whom dwells all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, who was 
both God and man in two diſtinct natures 
and one perſon ; was born in circumſtances 


of 
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of meanneſs and poverty. About his tbir- 
fieth year He entered upon his public miniſ- 
try, and gave us a further revelation of the 
will of God ; thus executing the office of a 
prophet to his church, He. confirmed the 
doctrines which He taught, by a vaſt variety 
of miracles, inconteſtable proofs of his di- 
vine miſſion; and in every thing he fulfil- 
ed the antient promiſes, prophecies, and hypes 
concerning him, 

I BELIEVE that Chriſt was made under 
the law, to redeem his people who were un- 
der the law — that He yielded a perfect o- 
bedience to it in their flead— and that He 
ſuſtained the puniſhment that was due to. 
them for their offences; when He gave His 
own life as a ranſom for them, By what 
He has thus done and ſuffered, He has 
ſatisfied the demands of God's juſtice, has 
vindicated the honour of His government 
from the indignities which had been offered to 
it by their tranſgreſſions; brought in an ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs for their juſtification, 
and purchaſed eternal life and happineſs for 
them, as well as all the bleſſings, which are 
neceſſary to their true comfort in this life, 
and to fit them for the ſtate of perfect ap- 
pineſs in the world to come, 

As I BELitve from the word of God, 
that Chrift died as a ſacrifice for fin, ſo alſo 
that He roſe again from the dead on the third 
day; whereby there was not only an incon- 
teſtable proof given of his divine miſſion, 

| | but 
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but a moſt ſtrong aſſurance to all true be- 
lievers, that God had accepted the price of 
redemption which He had paid for them ; 
and that they ſhould be intereſted in all the 
bleſſings of the covenant of grace, and parti- 
cularly ſhould obtain the adoption, even the 
redemption of their bodies; in as much as He 
triumphed over the powers of death and the 
grave, as their head and repreſentative, and 
as the earneſt of their reſurrection to a joyful 
immortality. 
Our Lord Jeſus, after He aroſe from the 
dead, continued in this world for the ſpace 
of forty days, giving many infallibie proofs 
of his reſurrection, and ſpeaking of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. He then 
aſcended up into heaven, and there, as the 
forerunner of his people, has taken poſſeſ- 
ſion of the inheritance for them. There He 
appears to execute the other part of his prieft- 
office, namely, to make continual inter- 
ceffion for his people. He is alſo conſtitu · 
ted bead over all things to the. church, and 
is appointed to be the final judge of all. | 
Upon our Lord's aſcenſion into heaven, 
He ſent down the Holy Spirit, according to 
his gracious promiſe, 10 lead bis diſciples in- 
to all truth, By the power of this Spirit, 
they wrought miracles in confirmation of 
the death, and reſurrection of Chriſt ; ſpake 
divers languages which they never bad learnt; 
and, under his infallible direction, went and 


preached to the world the glad tidings of ſal- 
vation 
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vation by Jeſus Coriſt, and wrote the books 
called the ſcriptures of the New Teſtament. 
But though this influence of the Spirit was 

iar to the firſt age of chriſtianity, and 
thoſe who live in ſucceeding ages can have 
no ground to expect it ; yet I am perſuaded 
that there are offices, which the Spirit ill 
continues to execute, as the prime miniſter of 
Chriſt's mediatorial kingdom, and will con- 
tinue to execute, -while there is a chriſtian 
church in the world. It is this Spirit, who 
operates upon the hearts of all, who are fa- 
voured with the knowledge of the Goſpel, by 
thoſe which are called his common, and ordi- 
nary influences; but in an eſpecial manner 
upon the minds of thoſe who believe, which 
He does particularly in ectual calling. 

I am firmly perſuaded, that all thoſe who 
ſhall partake of eternal ſalvation, ſhall be 
firſt effeftually called out of that miſerable 
condition we all are now in by nature. In 
performing this work, the Spirit operates 
upon men as reaſonable creatures ; firſt en- 
lightening their minds with the knowledge 
of divine truth, whereby He leads them ſe- 
riouſly to conſider ſpiritual things: He then 
inclines, and directs their wills to chuſe, and 
act agreeably to the convictions he excites in 
their minds; and alſo directs all the affeRi- 
ons of the foul into their proper channels: 
ſo that the implanting a principle of divine 
life in the ſoul in regeneration, is entirely the 
work of the blefſed Spirit. | 

| A 
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A new turn being now given to all the 
powers of thoſe who are born again, they are 
hereupon inclined, and enabled, not only to 
aſſent to divine truths, and particularly what 
is aſſerted concerning God's mercy and grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus; but from a full conviction of 
their loſt and undone condition by nature, a 
humble ſenſe of their inability to recover 
themſelves, and a view of the all- ſufficiency 
of Chri/t, and the fulneſs of his ſalvation, to 
conſent heartily to the way of ſalvation which 
He has appointed; and to receive Chriſt Je- 
fus as the Lord their righteouſneſs ; relying 
upon his obedience, and death, as what a- 
lone can recommend them to the divine fa- 
: vour and mercy, and give them any /o/id 1 © 
foundation to hope for ſpiritual and eternal 
bleſſings.— Though this faith may be ſome- 
times attended with a certain aſſurance that 
Chriſt has loved theſe very perſons, and given 
himſelf for them in particular, yet I cannot 
find in the ſcriptures, nor dare I therefore 
aſſert, that ſuch an aſſurance is eſſential to 
faving faith, and inſeparable from it. 
Wherever the Spirit effectually calls any 
perſons, He not only inclines them ſincerely 
to accept of the Lord Jeſus by faith, but He 
enables them alſo heartily to repent of their 
former ſins : by which I underſtand not only 
his affecting their minds with a deep ſenſe of 
the great evil of fin, and cauſing them to be 
truly grieved for it ; but working in them a 


diſpoſition of ſoul to forſake it, and to return 
| to 
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to God with their whole hearts, upon the 
encouragement they have to hope for pardon 
and forgiveneſs through the merits of Chriſt. - 

All true believers in Chriſt ſhall, through 
Him, who is the mediator of the new co- 
venant, receive all the bleſſings of that co- 
venant. As they have been effectually call- 
ed, ſo they are now juſtified, or all their fins 
are pardoned, and they are accepted in the 
fight of God through the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed to them.— This bleſſing, 
though it was degned for them from eterni- 
ty, yet is actually beſtowed upon them only 
min time, when the Spirit enables perſons to 
receive Chriſt by faith: this faith is by no 
means to be conſidered as a meritorious cauſe 
of our juſtification, but only as the in/fru- 
ment of it, as it lays hold of, and truſts in, 
that righteouſneſs whereby we are juſtified. 

Thoſe who are juſtified, are alſo adopted 
into the family of God : He becomes their 
father, and takes them into the relation of 
children: He will ever act towards them as 
an indulgent parent, exerciſing a particular 
providence over them; and He will at length 
put them in poſſeſſion of the promiſed inhe- 
ritance, Theſe perſons ſhall alſo be ſanc- 
tified by the Spirit of God: the dominion 
of fin ſhall be gradually weakening, and the 
Spirit who firſt implanted his graces in their 
ſouls in regeneration, will continually ſtrength- 
en their habits. 

E Believers 
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34 A Confeſſion of Faith. 

Believers muſt, however, expect to mee 
with many enemes, who will endeavour to 
oppoſe their progreſs towards the heavenly 
world; and theſe enemies are powerful, nu- 
merous, and ſubtle: by which means, and 
alſo through the power of indwelling fin, the 
graces of the Spirit may be much obſtructed 
in their exerciſe, and believers may, and do 
too often, decline in religion: but, we may 
be confident, ſrom the teſtimony of ſcripture, 
that He who hath begun a good work of grace 
in the ſoul, will perform it until the day of Je- 
fus Chriſt. The precious ſeed which has 
been ſown in the heart, ſhall bring forth fruit 
unto eternal life; the covenant which God 
has made with his people being everl/a/ting, 
ordered in all things, and ſure. 

But while believers may depend upon the 
continuance of God's favour towards them, 
their dependence does not ſuperſede, but will 
be accompanied with, a concern ſtrictly to ob- 
ſerve all the commandments of God, and a 
diligent attendance upon the means of grace, 
as teading, meditation, ſelf -examination, 
watchfulneſs and prayer; as alſo with a con- 
ſtant uſe of all the other means appointed by 
Chriſt for the benefit of his church. 

The church I believe is made up of perſons, 
whoſe faith and practice is conformable to 
the word of God. — Chriſt is the ſole head 
of this church, and He alone has a right to 


govern it.— This large body of chriſtians is 
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diſtributed into er bodies, which are pro- 
perly called geſpel- churcbhes. — By a geſpel- 
church I underſtand a number of perſons, ac- 
knowledging Chriſt as their Saviour and 
Lord, united by mutual conſent, to walk in 
all the commandments and ordinances of 
Chriſt, for his glory and their edification. — 
It appears to me, that theſe chriſtian ſocie- 
ties have a right to chooſe their own officers, 
and to receive thoſe whom they think proper 
members of communion with them, and to 
refuſe and caſt out thoſe whom they jndge to 
be unworthy of their communion, - 

I RELIEVE it is the duty of all chriſtians 
to join themſelves to ſuch ſocieties, as a means 
of promoting their edification, by attending 
upon the ordinances of Chriſt's appointment. 
be ordinances to be attended upon are, 
the preaching of the word, joining in ſolemn 
prayer to "Almighty God, and zn of 
the chriſtian ſacraments. 

I BELIEve there are perſons appointed by 
Chriſt, whoſe proper buſineſs it is, to preach 
the word in ſeaſon, and out of feaſm, who 
are to rebuke, and exhort with all long-ſuffer= 
ing and doctrine, beſeeching finners in Chriſt's 
ſtead to be reconciled to God; as alſo to build 
up faints in their holy faith, and to be helpers 
of their joy. Theſe perſons are called in 
ſcripture elders and biſtops. It is alſo a prin- 
cipal part of their office, to adminiſter the 


ſacraments in the chriſtian church, 
E 2 | The 
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36 A Confeſſion of Faith. 

The ſacraments in the chriſtian church are 

only two, namely, baptiſm, and the Lord's 
upper. Baptiſm is the right of initiation into 
the church, whereby perſons are devoted to 
the ſervice of God through Cbriſt. This I 
apprehend ought to be adminiſtered to the 
infants of believing parents, as circumciſion 
under the o/d teſtament diſpenſation was ad- 
miniſtered to the Tewws and their infant-ſeed. 
— The other ſacrament inſtituted to be a 
ſtanding ordinance in the chriſtian church; is 
the Lord's-ſupper, which believers are to par- 
take of, with the deſign of /hewing forth 
the death of Chriſt, and of increaſing their 
love one to another. 
As there is thus an order of men appointed 
by Chriſt to preſide in the church in its i- 
ritual affairs, ſo there is another order of 
men known in the new teſtament, by the 
name of deacons, whole office it is to manage 
their temporal concerns; and the ſcriptures 
know of no other church-officers than theſe 
two. 

Believers are by theſe means to be trained 
up under the influences of the Spirit, for the 
employments and enjoyments of the upper 
world, It is neceſſary that they ſhould pals 
into the ſtate of the bleſſed by dearth, This 
is an event that muſt take place on all men, 
in conſequence of the firſt revolt from God, 


when the body muſt return ta the duff of 
te 


v 
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the earth, and the ſoul to God who gave it. 
The ſouls of the wicked enter upon an im- 
mediate ſtate of miſery, being deprived of 
every thing that gave them any pleaſure ; 
and the ſouls of the righteous into an imme- 


diate ſtate of happineſs, as they are freed from 
every thing that gave them trouble, and 


ſhall now be for ever with the Lord. As to 


believers, the ſting of death is taken away, 
Chriſt their ſurety having deſtroyed death, and 


him that had the power of death, i. e. the de- 


vil, He will raiſe their dead bodies, and 
re-unite them to their ſouls, (as well as thoſe 
of the wicked to theirs) on the morning of 
the treſurrection, the day appointed when 
Chriſt ſhall judge the world : when all na- 
tions, and every individual, ſhall be ſum- 
moned to appear before the awful tribunal 
of Chriſt, who is judge of quick and dead; 
who ſhall then appear in bis own. glory in 
that of his Father, with bis boly angels. 
Then the world and all things therein having 
been burnt up, and the righteous having been 
ſeparated from the wicked, He will pro- 
nounce to thoſe on His % hand a moſt 


awful and juſt ſentence ; depart from me ye- 


curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the 
devil and bis angels: but He will ſay to them 
on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of my fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 


from the foundation of the world, The wick- 


ed ſhall accordingly go away into everlaſting 
Pans 


Sat, % 


8 8 A : e ee 
7 - * CY e » : £ 
"_— F 8 


- 
1. 
- 
* 
* 
* 

- 
=. 
—_— 
„ 
'T 
3 
«& 

* 

U 
4 
M& 
* 
. 
A 
1 
I 
. 
* 
* 
£ 
- 
* 
* 
X. 
1 
©, 
- 
2. 
1 
— 
1 
1 
. If 
3 
8 
* 
. , 
wt 
o ” 
„ 
5 - 
4 1 
2 
* 
- Ss. 
,. 
oo” 
of? 
: © 
, 
1 
= 
Wo” 
7 
„ 
b 
7 7 
* 
9 
J 
=. 
1 
a 
* 
"i 
". 
— 
"5 


CES 


r 


++ ww, > 


re 


% - 

- 

= - 

? 4 

: g 

i 1 
4 


* 
5. 
. 
1 
- 
* 
* 
= - * 
4 - 
4 
8 
9 
| 2 & 
* 
© +  # 
* * 
* ” 
*q fi 
RD 
1 
7 FH 
»*- » * 
i y 
: j 1 
£5 
" * 
* =. 
” 9 - 
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puniſhment, and the righteous - into * e- 
ternal. 


As theſe ars the ſentiments which ap- 
pear to me inculcated upon us by the word 
of God, and are what I intend to make the 
ſubjects of my preaching, I would beg an 
intereſt in the earneſt and importunate pray- 
ers of all here preſent, that I may be en- 
abled ſo to infiſt upon theſe truths, as to 
fave myſelf and Wale 1871 15 me. | 


SER- 


(65 - 


, 2 4 Py”; o 7 Y 
<T An FRE 
CGE RIS MNE 


S E R M O N. 
1 Tim. 1. 17, 12. 


According to the glorious goſpel of the Bleſſed 
God, which was committed to my truſt : 
And I thank Chrift Jeſus our Lird, who 
hath enabled me, for that be counted me 


faithful, putting me into the miniſtry. 


8 EE T is juſtly repreſented an em- 


L ployment worthy of an an- 
gel, 7o preach the everlaſting 

Ny goſpel to the children of 
men, Rev, xiv. 6, What an 
| honour then is conferred on 
thoſe, who, though them- 
ſelves of the ſame fallen race, of beings, with 
the men to whom they are, meſſengers of 
this grace, are ye! commiſſioned 7o preach the 
wnſearchable riches of Chriſt ; and are happy 
inſtruments in effecting a reconciliation be- 
tween their fellow-ſinners, and the offended 
Majeſty of heaven and earth : and it is for 
your fakes, chriſtians, chiefly that we have 
this truſt repoſed i in us: nor 1s it leſs to your 


e to be addreſſed by men of like 2 
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40 SERMON. 

font with yourſebves, who are, the ſervants of 

the living God to ſhew unto you the way of 
( ſalvation. We are in a more particular 
1% manner inſtructed to make known as far, 
and wide as poſſible, that faithful ſaying, ſo 
well worthy of all acceptation, that Feſus Chriſt 
came into the world to ſave the chief of ſinners, 
ver. 15, How glorious is this goſpel of the 1 
bleſſed God, thus committed to our truſt ? 
may all who chooſe to be regarded as mi- 


„ niſters of Chriſt, be faithful, and able, 
1 in the diſcharge of their office ! and may 
1 ſucceſs, in ſome degree worthy the noble 


| cauſe in which they. are embarked, attend 
1 their labours; that an account may at laſt be 
1 given up ta the mutual, and unſpeakable 
f joy of thoſe who have delivered, and thoſe 
who have heard theſe glad tidings ! 
| In diſcourſing on theſe words I ſhall. 


I. Conſider the encomium, which the a- 
poſtle here gives of the goſpel : he calls 
it the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God. 

II. I ſhall ſhow that the perſons, who 
diſpenſe this goſpel in the churches, are = 
to be ſuch as Jeſus Chriſt puts into the | 
miniſtry, as truſtees of this goſpel, for 

the ſervice of his church and people. 

III. All the ability, which any of the mi- 

niſters of Chriſt have for their work, 
is derived from the Lord Jeſus ; and 
thoſe who hope he qualifies them for, 


and calls them to this honourable ſer- 
vice, 
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The. SERMON: 4t 
vice, ſhould with great thankfulneſs 
own the favour of Chriſt herein. 7 thank 
Cbrift Fefus, wwho bath enabled me for 
tbat. he accounted me faithful, &c. 


I. Here is the encomium, which the As 
poſtle gives of the goſpel : he calls it the gib- 
rious goſpel of the bleſſed God. | 


1. It is the goſpel of the bleſſed God. 
2. It is a glorious goſpel. 


1. It is ebe goſpel of the bleſſed God. 
That there is a God, the great original 
being, the firſt cauſe of all things, a being 
poſſe ſſed of all poſſible perfections, is a truth 

of the higheſt importance to be believed, 
This God is infinitely happy in Himſelf, 
the true ſoutce of all bleſſedneſs. He cans 
not poſſibly be dependent on any other be- 
ing, for his exiſtence, or bleſſedneſs. The 
perceiving ſome want; the being at a loſs 
what to da; the diſcovering ſome miſtake 
in what we have done ; or not being able to 
effect what we would do; the inſufficiency 
of ſuch good, as we propoſe to make our 
reſt ; are ſprings of unhappineſs to creatures. 
But the unerring wiſdom, and all-compre- 
hending knowledge of God; His abſolute 
power to do every thing worthy of Hitnſelf ; 
the uncontrouled will of this ſovereign Lord 
to determine, and order every thing in con- 
ſiſtency with judgement, called in ſcripture, 
the counſel of His will, Eph, i. 11. in the 
F execution 
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42 The SERMON. 
execution of which, the united power of 
earth and hell is utterly unable to make ef- 
fectual reſiſtance; the abſolute poſſeſſion of 
every excellence; and a perpetual conſciouſ- 
neſs of conſummate rectitude, and goodneſs ; 
and the joining all hat in himſelf which really 
enters into the eſſence of true deity ; muſt be 
ſuch perpetual bleſſedneſs, as is to us incon- 
ceiveable. He is God over all, bleſſed for 
evermore, Rom. ix. 5. And what are the in- 
effable delights that ariſe from the union and 
communion of the ſacred Three in the God- 
head, who can pretend to ſay? Nor ſhould I 
preſume to have ſuggeſted this, if it were not 
more than hinted by Himſelf, who is the eter- 
nal word, 'and wiſdom of God, Prov. viii. 22. 
The Lord poſſeſſed me in the beginning of bis 
ways, before his works of old; I was ſet up 
from everlaſiing, &c. and ver. 30. 1 was 
daily his delight, rejoicing always before him. 
Now, the goſpel we are to preach, is the 
goſpel of this bleſſed God. Was I to attempt 
any thing like a large acccount, of the evi- 


_ dence of the divine authority of this goſpel, this 


alone would furniſh matter for ſeveral diſ- 
courſes; ſo that only ſome of the briefeſt 
hints can be given, that I may not preclude 
myſelf from touching on the other branches 
of my ſubject. | 

The internal, and external evidence of the 
truth of chriſtianity has been ſo well ſtated, 


and detended by many judicious writers; 
that 
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that infidelity is filenced, as far as ſolid rea- 
ſon can put to filence the ignorance of fooliſb 
men. A doctrine ſo worthy of God]; atteſted 
by ſuch great, and public miracles, as thoſe 
which were wrought by Chriſt, and his A- 
poſtles; confirmed alſo by the completion of 
ſo many prophecies given long before, and at 
ſuch various diſtant periods, and receiving 
ſuch farther evidence of it's truth, by the after 
accompliſhment of predictions, which theſe 
divine meſſengers gave forth, and put in wri- 
ting ; a goſpel proved to be from God by the 
reſurreftion, and aſcenſion of the great Au- 


thor of the religion which he taught; and 


which afterwards had the atteſtation of the 
Spirit, veſting the perſons who were to be 
employed in ſpreading it through the world, 


with thoſe extraordinary powers; the gift of 


tongues, a power of working miracles, and al- 
ſo of conveying ſuch power to many others ; 
a goſpel which by the force of rational evi- 
dence, and the influence of God on men's 
minds, made it's way through the world, 
though it was ſo contrary to the prejudicate 
ſentiments of perſons in general, and the re- 
ceiving of which expoſed men to ſuch tempo- 
ral inconveniences; and above all, a goſpel 
which has ſuch glorious, and divine influence 
on the hearts and lives of all true chriſtians ; 
(and bleſſed be God, this laſt is not wholly 
an unknown thing to this day;) ſuch a gol» 
pel approves itſelf to be the goſpel of the bleſ- 


fed God; 
F 2 2. This 
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44 Te SERMON. 

2. This is a glorious goſpel, , 

The glory of this goſpel conſiſts chiefly. 
in theſe two particulars; It. teaches with 
perſpicuity, and plainneſs, all the true ſyſtem 
of natural religion: and at the - fame time 
ſuperadds, all that which the God of grace 
does for, and requires of, fallen man, in or- 
der to his deliverance from miſery, and = 
poſſeſſing eternal happineſs, 


1. Ieis really a glorious roſpel, as it cath 
with perſpicuity, and plainneſs, all the true 
ſyſtem of natural religion. By which ex- 


preſſion I do not mean, that, which all 


mankind would certainly, or might eafily, 
have found out to. be religious truth, or duty, 
if they were left to themſelves, and to their 
unaſſiſted capacities, and diſpoſitions ; as 
they are become weakened, and impaired : 
but by natural religion, I mean, that religion 
which is truly founded on the nature of 
things; and the conſtitution, and will of 
God, ſettling the relations, which beings 
bear one to another; and the views which 
rational agents are to have to their own great- 
eſt good; and filling up their place in the 
eneral ſyſtem, for the honour of the Creator. 
ow, though philoſophers who cannot be 
proved to have known divine revelation, ' have 
made ſome diſcoveries, and advanced cer- 
tain principles, and delivered rules of life, 
tbat are of confiderable uſe or moral purpo- 


is yet. on an A enquiry, into 


What 
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what they have written, it will appear how 
weak, and inſufficient the powers of the 
human mind are become; rather than fur- 

niſh any great matter for boaſting of our 
, abilities: and the Apoſtle will be juſtified in 
his uſing that ſtrong expreſſion, 1 Cor. I. 21. 
After that in the wiſdom of God, the world by 
'' / wiſdom knew not God, it plraſed God by the 
fooliſhneſs of preacbing to ſave them that believe. 
It is not however certain, whether they had 
not, (at leaft traditionary) hints as to many 
particulars, which might originally be froni 
ſupernatural revelation. ' But after all, in 
fact, the nations did not know 'the one true 
God: in fact, the force of moral obligation 
was not generally, in all the branches of it, 
ſeen and acknowledged under the teachings 
/// edt 
It is the glory of the goſpel to make all 
this plain, and obvious to all who will meekly 
receive it's inſtructions: the high way of goſpel- 
holineſs is ſo viſible, - that the way-faring 
man, though a fool, is not like to miſtake, Ila. 
xxxv. 8. The holy ſcriptures are the only 
q 4 ſufficient means to make men fully wiſe as to 
natural religion in our preſent circumſtances; 
and they do teach thoſe religious truths, FR. 
duties, which right reaſon approves. Nor let 
any chriſtian, (through weakneſs, and pre- 
judice) think, that an injury is done to the 
goſpel by it's miniſters, when (in proper con- 
nexion, and due ſubſerviency to what is to be 
preſently conſidered as the bigheſt glory of 
the 
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the chriſtian revelation ; ) it is alſo ſpoken of 
as an honour to this goſpel, that the truths, 
and duties of natural religion, are taught by 

it to ſo great advantage, And as I apprehend 
this to have been one means of chriſtianity 
making it's way ſo readily through the world, 
in that it approves itſelf to the reaſon, and 
conſciences of men: ſo our Apoſtle very e- 
vidently conſiders this in his introducing the 
words of our text; telling Timothy, that he 
ſhould charge thoſe who defired to be chriſtian 
teachers, that they regard what tends to god- 
ly ed: Hing in faith ; and he ſpeaks of thoſe 
who diſregard what relates to good morals, 
as not underſtanding what they jay, nor ubere- 
of they affirm : the law of God, in every diſ- 
penſation of religion, being enacted, to pre- 
ſerve men from all ſorts of vicious conduct; 
or to recover them to the practice of virtue: 
and he enumerates an horrible train of crimes, 
with an intimation that there might have 
been a much larger catalogue of wicked 
deeds, which (he adds) are contrary to ſound 
deftrine; to rectify which evils, he in the words 
of my text, ſhews that the glorious goſpel of 
the bleſſed God is committed to miniſters to 
be preached by them, in order to reſtore men 
to holineſs, and to be the means of their ſal» 
vation. But, 


2. We are farther to know, that it is a glo- | 
rious goſpel, as it ſuperadds all that which tbe 


God & grace does for, and requires of, fallen 
man, 
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man, in order to his deliverance from miſery, 
and his poſſeſſing eternal happineſs. And this 
ſurely ought to be eſteemed it's peculiar glory. 
For as reaſon could not ſhew, ſo imagination 
would be utterly at a loſs to contrive, an 
adequate relief for a perſon oppreſſed with 


ſin, and guilt. But, behold We bring you 


glad tidings of great joy: God is in Chriſt, 
reconciling finners to Hane, 2 Cor. v. IS 
Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth peace, &c 
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet 
of the meſſengers of God's love to finful 
men. Hear, ye diſtreſſed fouls! in the goſpel, 
the glad tidings of the remiſſion of your fins, 
through the tender mercy of our God, whereby 
the day ſpring from on bigh hath viſited us, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace. This, 
this is the grand glory of the goſpel, that it /ets 


forth Teſus Chriſt, as 4 propittation through 


faith in his blood. Under the moſt terrifying 
fears of the curſe of God's violated law, be- 


hold Meffiah bringing in everlaſting right- 


eouſneſs, and making reconciliation for iniquity, 
Dan. 9. 25. See him made fin for us, who. 
knew no fin, that we might be made the right- 
eouſneſs of God in bim. The account of E- 
manuel, of Jehovah our righteouſneſs, is that 


which at once exalts the bleſſed God, advan- 


cing the glory of all his perfections in perfect 
harmony ; and furniſhes matter for glorying 
to every penitent ſinner, looking to Feſus, tor 
life, and for ſalvati ion, 

There 
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45 The SERMON. 
There is alſo a great work to be effected in 
#5, in the renovation of ſuch diſordered crea- 
tures : now God re/tores our ſouls, and lead. 
in patls of righteouſneſs for his name's ſake, 
He creates finners anew in Jeſus Chrift to good 
works, He forms us for himſelf, that wwe may 
forth His praiſe. He works in us that 
which is well pleaſing in His fight ; that we may 
do His will through Feſus Chrift ; of His own 
will begetting us by the word of truth, that we 
may be a kind of firs fruits of His creatures, 
ames i. 18. And thus, as in the Lord we 
bave righteouſneſs, ſo in Him have we ftrengtb, 
andin Him ſball all the ſeed of Tjrael be juſtified, 
and in Him ſhall they glory, Iſa. xlv. 24, 25. 
Behold then, ye who feel your own weakneſs, 
and inſufficiency ; Jeſus! in whom it hath plea- 
fed the Father that all fulneſi ſhould dwell, that 
ye of His fulneſs may receive grace for ' grace, 
See the proviſion of this glorious goſpel] ſin- 
ners are to be ſiregthnened with all might by the 
ſpirit of Chrift,sn their inner man, Eph. iii. 16, 
And this great important branch of the 
relief for thole who in themſelves are with- 
out firength, ought much to recommend the 
goſpel to us; our entire hope of ſucceſs in all 
our efforts depending on the aids of God's free 
ſpirit : every gracious principle, and every 
- gracious action — it's riſe from the in- 
fluence of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Nor is it an inconſiderable part of the glo- 
ry of this goſpel, that it teaches us what we 


muſt do to be ſaved: ſhewing us the nature, 
and 
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and neceſſity of faith in the Lord Jeſus Corift ; 
and of that repentance towards God, in which 
the Apoſtle ſums up this account of his de- 
olaring the whole counſel of God, Acts xx. 20, 
21, and 27. And now the penitent ſinner, 
being partaker of the ſpirit of God, is pu/tified 
by Faith, and. ſo bas peace with God, through: 
our Lord. Feſus Gin; ; and hereby has. acceſs 
into that grace in which believers land, and 
may rejoice in bope of the glory of God. And 
all thoſe, who experience the goſpel to be, 
the power of God to their. ſalvation, will enter 
into the ſpirit of this expreſſion, the glorious 
goſpel of the ble efſed Cod; eſpecially, when they 
extend their views to the many rich promiſes 
it contains; and the great encouragements it 
affords ; the powerful motives it uſes, in all 
the large variety of different views it gives, re- 
lative to every caſe of every belieyer, which 
can happen; furniſhing divine comforts, and 
ſupports, which no ranger intermeddles with. 

But I am conſtrained to check myſelf at 
preſent, from purſuing chis ſubject, which is 
the chief employment, and delight of a goſpel 
miniſter to be purſuing, through the — 
courſe of his public work; as I haye yet ſome 
other matters, ſuitable to the occaſion of our 
preſent meeting, to be n to. I proceed 
to obſerve, | | 


II. That all thoſe who are to diſpenſe this 


goſpel i in the churches of Chriſt, are to be put 


into the miniſiry by Him, and are made truſ- 
G tees 
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tees of this goſpel for the ſervice of His church, 
and people. 

1. Thoſe who are to diſpenſe the goſpel; in 
the churches'are-to be put into the minifiry- 
9 Jeſus Chriſt, He gives them their com- 

ithon'; 48 the Father ſent Him, fo ſends He 
them: and bow ſhall any preach except they be 
ſent? To lay the miniſtry common for every 
ignorant, conceited perſon, to aſſume at plea- 
ſure ; or for any idle perſon, who will not 
be diligent in the ſecular employment to 
which he really is called, is much to the 
diſhonour of the miniſtry, and very injurious 
to the church of Chriſt, All power is given 
to Chriſt, as bead-of the church; and if He 
gives any delegated power to act under Him, 
there will be ſome reaſonable ſatisfaction ca- 
= of being produced by thoſe who claim 
t. I make no doubt but it is as true of many, 
who call themſelves miniſters of the goſpel, 
as it was of ſome, who of old called them- 
ſelves prophets of the Lord, God has not fent 
ro prophets, yet they ran; He has not ſpoken 

to them, yet — prophecied, Jer. xxiii. 21. 

The firſt commiſſion given to the Apoſ- 
tles, and that to the ſeventy diſciples, Mark iii. 
13, 14, 1 f. and Luke x. 1, &c. was abun- 
dantly atteſted by the miraculous powers 
which attended . And it may be, the 
* Ghoſt might more frequently (chan is 

in expreſs words declared) ſignify a ſpecial 


deſignation to extraordinary offices. 
ut 
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But in common, and ordinary caſes, and 
as matters now ſtand, we are not to look 
for ſuch commiſſions: therefore miniſters 
qualifications, and capacities for their work, 
may be. judged of by proper perſons; and 
thoſe only ought to be veſted with this office, 
who have ſomething proper to offer, which 
may lead other miniſters, 'and the churches, 
to think it is the will of Chriſt that zbey be 
put into the miniſtry. When a perſon of ſuch 
character, and furniture, as the New Tef- 
tament repreſents neceſſary for a goſpel mini- 
ſter, (having an earneſt deſite to engage in 
this ſervice, with truly religious views; and 
having uſed proper means preparatory to his 
entering  herenpon,) modeſtly fignifies his 
inclination hereto, and is now recommend- 
ed to the churches, by miniſters of approved 
abilities, and: fidelity, and ſome chriſtian 
ſociety hereupon making trial of him, and 


approvi 

lation to themſelves ; ſuch a perſon being 
a ſolemn manner publicly. veſted deny his 
office, and recommended to God for | his 
bleſſing, (a number of faithful miniſters of 
Chriſt joining in the public ſervice with ſuch 
ſociety at their requeſt ;) ſuch a miniſter 
may truſt, he is put into his office by Jeſus 
Chriſt, But wicked perſons, men utterly 
inſufficient for the arduous ſervice, lazy men, 
who will not work in their own proper call- 
ing, and ſuch as make this their reſource, 
N a 8 or that they 


may 


ing him, and calling him into ſpecial or 
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may eat bread, 1 Sam. ii. 36. though they 
may (by ſome means) creep into ſome 
churehes, yet ſuch ought not to be deemed 
authorized by Him, who is the God of order, 
and uot of confuſion. It is not either a man's 
own high opinion of His abilities, and gifts, 
hen the hollow ſound loudly proclaims the 
emptineſs of the veſſel; or the weak applauſes 
of a few honeſt, well-meaning people, hug- 


4 ging themſelves i in the thought. of their being 


10 ſuitably ſupplied, that will prove ſuch 
men to be duly put into the miniſiry: and 
the encoutagement, ſtrangely given to ſome 
ſuch, greatly weakens the hands, and ſad- 
dens the hearts of the main body of approved 
miniſters, and preſages the decay of an in- 
tefeſt, - -which ſuch fort of perſons muſt be 
a0 U. wiſe likely to Ape for any length 
of time; nor can they reaſonably expect to 
be owned by Chriſt, as His ſervants herein; 
and their admiſſion has greatly to the diſ- 
Peres of the miniſtry. 2340 

2. Chriſt's -mildiſters are truſtees of the 
bſpel for the ſervice of the church. Thus 
the Apoſtle ſays, I am made à miniſter ac- 
tording to -the- Zifpenſation of God, which is 
given to me, fur you, to fulfil the word of God, 
Col. i. 25. And more expreſsly, we were 
\allowed of God to be put in truſt with the gof- 
fel,” 1 Theſſ. ii. 4. They are to preach the 
pure goſpel, without corrupting it; not Band- 
Jing the word of God deceitfully, 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


Rad they are to preach the hve goſpel ; 
not 
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not keeping any part of it back, or ſhun- 
ning to declare the whole counſel of God; and 
taking care to be pure from the blood of their 


arers, 


III. All the abilities which any of the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt have for their work, are gi- 
ven them by the Lord Jeſus ; and whenever 
He does give abilities, and commiſſion, ſuch 
perſons ought with thankfulneſs to own the 
tavour of Chriſt to them. I thank Chrift Je- 
Jus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that 
he counted me faithful, &c. Here obſerve, 
1. It is Jeſus Chriſt that enables any for the 
work of the miniſtry, 

He, as the Lord of nature, endows every 
man with thoſe capacities, and that genius, 
which he poſſeſſes; gre 
And all the graces of the Spirit are con- 
ferred under the direction of the Great Me- 
diator. As knowledge, faith, love to God and 
man, holy zeal, patience to endure all trials, 
and difficulties, &c. But I add, pt] 

He alſo inclines to the work of the miniſ- 
try; and diſpoſes the perſon fo inclined to 
take ſuch ſteps, as He will bleſs to the fitting 
the man for this ſervice. For though the 
prophets of old, and the extraordinary offi- 
cers in the ſetting up the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
were enabled to perform their reſpective 
work by ſupernatural powers, and actual in- 
ſpiration from God, yet ſuch powers are long 
ſince ceaſed, We are not to look for any 
c other 
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other than common aſſiſtances, in the uſe 
of fic, and proper courſes ipurſued by us. 
God therefore provides helps, to'lead-perſons, 
who have views of this kind, in their firſt ap- 
plying themſelves to preparatory work : and 
when great diligence is uſed, in humble de- 
pendance on, and: with earneſt daily -prayer 
to, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, that 
He may enlighten and purify 'the-mind ; and 
all the train of means uſed to improve the 
perſon in knowledge and grace, aimed at 
this t; that the man may become fitted 
for this ſervice, by ſuch gifts -and graces as 
may. thus be hoped for from Chriſt ;- we are 
not to doubt, but He does effectualhy concur, 
ſo as that it may be ſaid He enables ſuch a 
perſon. And there is ſome ſpecial leading, 
and guiding ſuch, (I doubt not) into important 
truth; and the mind in innumerable turns, 
and on numberleſs occafions, is, (1 believe) 
ſpecially influenced, and direted in ways to 
us unknown ; which, though ſhort of in- 
ſpiration, are truly from — He gives 
the tongue of the learned, and directs to ſpeak 
words in ſeaſon'; ſuch as himſelf will faſten as 
nails in a ſure place. He allo opens the mouth 
boldly to make known the myſteries pA tbe goſpel. 
He gives ſpirit, and courage, eatneſtneſs, and 
life; and cauſes to ſpeak from the heart to 
the heart. To this purpoſe, read 2 Cor. iii. 
6. Who bath made us able minifters, not of the 
letter, but of the Spirit, for the letter fillets, 
but the Spirit vas life. 

2dly, 
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2dly, He counts theſe faichful, whom He 
puts into the miniſtry. 
I. It may denote Chriſt's gracious e 
tion of Paul, to be a faithful miniſter. Here 
in what rich grace was ſhewn by the re- 
deemer ? He elected, or choſe this man, not 
only to ſaving faith, but to the office of a- 
poſtleſhip. Acts ix. 15. The Lord ſaid, He is 
a choſen e unto me. What was there in 
Saul, before the-ſovereign grace of God (ac- 
cording to this his own purpoſe) did thus dit- 
poſe him to ſerve Chriſt, and ſouls? And He 
therefore remembers this, with all humility, 
when he wrote:the words of our text; add- 
{ ing verſe 13. Mo was before a blaſphemer, 
| &c. 80 1 Cor. xv. 9, 10. Jam the leaf of all 
the apoſtles, not meet to be called an apoſtle ; — 
but by the grace of God I am, what Iam; and 
his grace which was beſtowed on me was not in 2 
vain. And he elſewhere aſſerts this: Gal. i. "i 
Is. It pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from my 9 
mother's womb, and called me by bis grace, to 
reveal bis Son in me, &c. Thus Chriſt ſe- 
cured his fidelity, according to his own gra- 
in) cious purpoſe of love towards him, 
2. He foreſaw all the effects of this his * 
vour in the apoſtle's fidelity, and diligence, 
which he would diſcover in the ſervice of his 
Lord and Maſter, He knew: bow humble a 
ſaint he would prove; thus he expreſſes him- 
ſelf, Eph. in. 8. to me, who am leſs than the 
leaſt of all ſaints, it this grace given, that I 
JOnds greeeh;: &c. He knew, how full of 


love 
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love he would be to Chriſt ; not counting bis 
life dear to him, ſo that he might fini/h his 
courſe well; teſtifying the goſpel of the grace 
of. God. Acts xx. 24. He knew alſo the love 
he would bear to ſouls : fravailing in birth 
that Chriſt might be formed in them, Gal. iv. 
19. and that in this ſervice, no labours, or 
fufferings, would diſcourage him. 2 Cor. xi. 
23. &. Oh that it might ever be the caſe, 


that thoſe who are put into the miniſtry might 
be ſuch choſen veſſels, whom he foreſces will 


* 
* 


be faithful to the ttuſt! FI A! 
3dly, We ſhould with thankfulneſs own 


the fayour, if Jeſus Chriſt puts us into the 
miniſtry. We are in a more immediate man- 
ner the ſervants of Chriſt, to be employed in 

omoting his ſaving deſign on men's ſouls: 
though He is the chief ſhepherd, yet faithful 
miniſters are under-ſhepherds, —— We are 
brought by our calling, to. ſome peculiar 
nearneſs to God; both in our preparatory, 
and public work, divine things muſt be much 
the ſubjects of our thoughts —How great 
a thing is ſaid of us in thoſe ſtrange words 
of the Apoſtle, Ve as workers together with 
God, beſeech you that ye receive not this grace of 
God in vain? 2 Cor. vi. 1, to be made inſtru- 
ments in the converſion of ſinners; and ſaving 


fouls from death; How much is this to be ad- 


mired to be helpers of the faith, and joy of 
God's people; to be of ule to their'edifica- 
tion and growth in grace; and to ſpeak words 
in ſeaſon to them, under their troubles ; 2 
0 , or 
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for our labours to be bleſſed to the comfort 
of ſincere chriſtians, who have walked in 
darkneſs, and ſeen little or no light. How muſt 
our own ſouls ſhare in their conſolations, if 
we have any knowledge of the favour done 
to us and them herein? But to be ſure of a 
glorious reward at laſt, proportionable to our 
faithfulneſs, whatever our ſucceſs may be, 
this, this is an animating conſideration ! for 
we are unto God a ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, both 
in them that are ſaved, and in them that periſh, 
&c. 2 Cor. ii. 1 5. &c. 


APPLICATION. And now chriſtians, 

1. See that you prize this glorious goſpel. 
Bleſſed are the eyes, which ſee the things that you 
ſee, and the ears, that hear the things which you 
bear; eſteem it a. great treaſure, though 
brought you in earthen veſſels; account all 
things but loſs, in compariſon of the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus your Lord, 
Phil, iii. 8. | 

2. Take heed of receiving this grace of God 
in vain, Oh beware of refuſing Him who 
ſpeaks to you from heaven ! neglect not this great 
ſalvation. Of how ſore puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
muſt they be thought worthy, who trample an 
the blood of the Son of God, and who do deſpite 
to the ſpirit of God's grace? Heb. x. 29. 

3. Regard faithful miniſter's as perſons put 
into their office by Jeſus Chriſt, You ought 
to magnify their office, Ly to eſteem them 8% 
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58 The SERMON. 
ly in love for their works ſake, And ſuf- 
fer me to ſay, that a diſpoſition to receive and 
ſpread evil reports of miniſters, as not —_ 
in the faith, or injurious to their moral cha- 
rafter, out of party-zeal, or from perſonal 
rejudice, or through mere levity, and a buſy 
intermeddling humour, is exceeding criminal: 
and as hereby perſons deprive themſelves of 
benefit from the miniſtrations of many a va- 
luable goſpel-preacher, ſo they prevent others 
from ſuch opportunities of getting good. Be 
candid, ſerious hearers; not taking things on 
truſt, but praying to be made better ; and 
opening your hearts to receive that true im- 
preſſion, which the genuine word of God may 
inſtamp on them: make miniſters work as 
eaſy, and their lives as comfortable as you can: 
give them no cauſe to complain to their Maſ- 
ter of your unkindneſs. 
And, as one of the moſt important inſtan- 
ces of your regard to them, pray daily and 
earneſtly to the head of the church, to be 


_ with His miniſters, and to furniſh them more 


and more for their work, and proſper them 
in it. Strive together in your prayers to God 


for them; through your prayers they ſhall be gi- 


ven to you. Philem. 22. 

4. Faithful miniſters ſhould never ſeem to 
regret their engaging in this glorious ſervice. 
It may be, this is a fault which we are ſome- 
times tempted to, under thoſe great diſcou- 


ragements we meet with, Our brethren may, 
1 inſtead 
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inſtead of ſtrengthening our hands, do that 
which weakens them: our people will not, 
all, receive our word, as we could wiſh; and 
perhaps they may ſometimes grieve us, and 
many more avowed enemies oppoſe us: but 
if we have any ſucceſs, if it were but one ſoul 
ſaved by us, and the hope of our own ap- 
proving ourſelves to our Maſter, and receiving 
a teſtimony from Him of our fidelity, may 
cauſe us to ſay, (and my dear ſon, I defire to 


do it this day with a double ſatisfaction) 1 


thank Chriſt Feſus for that He, I hope, has 
counted you, and me, as well as the reſt of our 
reverend fathers, and brethren here before 
Him, faithful, putting us into the miniſtry. 

Laſtiy, Let miniſters, and their people, 
maintain an awful ſenſe of the account which 
is to be given to Chriſt, and of the iſſue ac- 
cording” to ſuch account. After the utmoſt 
zeal and fidelity we ſhall any of us have ſhewn, 
in our diſcharge of our office, we muſt pray, 
Lord enter not into judgment with thy ſervants. 
Pſal. cxliii. 2. Oh lay not the guilt of any 
man's blood on us ! We caſt ourſelves on thy 
mercy, O God! We fly to thy precious blood, 
moſt compaſſionate Redeemer! that our de- 
fectiveneſs, even in the moſt ſincere endea- 
vours to ſave ſouls, may be forgiven. 

And as to you, to whom we miniſter, let 
the thought of your giving an account of the 
ſucceſs of the means of grace, which we mi- 
niſter to you, be much on your minds. O that 
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we may all be able to appear at that day with 
cy, and not with grief ! Heb. xiii. 17. How 
pleafurable to ſtand up, with a glorious train of 
ſuch as have believed in Chriſt through the word, 
as diſpenſed by us? and, what is our hope, or joy, 
or croum of rejoicing in the preſence of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt at bis coming? Ye are our glory, 
1 and joy. 1 Theſſ. ii. 19, 20. Amen! and 
I. Amen! | 
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Dr. FENNING Ss 
CHARGE. 


OU have defired me, Sir, to 
give you the charge, as is uſu- 
al upon. theſe occaſions; but 
2 pretend to no authority to 
ccharge any duty upon you; 

N One is your maſter even Chriſt, 

* and all we are brethren : it is He only who 
has authority to command, and to charge you 
both what you ſhall do, and what you ſhall 
ſpeak, in the execution of that office which 
you have this day taken upon you ; even that 
of a miniſter of his goſpel, and a paſtor of 
of one of his churches. I muſt therefore re- 
fer you to thoſe inſtructions and directions, 
which He has given to His miniſters in the 
New-Teſtament ; to which I can add no- 
| thing. 


* Matt. xxiii. 8, 10. 
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thing. There you will ſee, how you ought to 
behave yourſelf in the houſe of God, which is 
the church of the living God Þ : and how you 
muſt approve yourſelf as a faithful miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and a fleward of the myſteries 
of God. 1 would particulafly refer you to the 
three epiſtles which were written by the a- 
oſtle Paul, under the guidance and influence 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt, to Timothy and to Titus, 
where, you may read a much better yy; 
than I can pretend to give you. 
However, that I may not ſeem to refuſe, 
or to decline, any ſervice which you are plea- 
ſed to defire- of me, and which I am capable 
of performing, I will endeavour to put you 
in remembrance of ſome of thoſe things which 
Chriſt has charged upon his miniſters; though 
I doubt not but you know them, and are 
eſtabliſhed in your purpoſe of performing 


them, 
Now, as precepts and duties are very much 


illuſtrated by examples, (by means of which 
alſo, they are more impreſſed on out minds, 
and we are animated to practiſe them ;) I ſhall 
chooſe, and it is all that I propoſe at preſent, 
to ſet before you the example of the apoſtle 
Paul, in the exerciſe of his miniſtry, and in 
the fulfilling the duties of it. But now his la» 
bours were ſo abundant, and of ſuch various 
kinds, that a mere detail of his miniſterial acts, 
would be too large a field to go over in the 


narrow limits of this exetciſe; therefore I {hall 
confine 


+ 1 Tim, üi. 15. 
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confine my diſcourſe, to one fingle chapter, 
which is the gth chapterof the 1ſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, where he has occaſion to mention 
ſeveral particulars of his own conduct, in re- 
lation to his miniſtry ; and he ſays, verſe the 
23d. This I do for the goſpels ſake ; that I may 
be partaker thereof with you, 

| Let us then ſee what St. Paul did; ſo far 

1 as this chapter informs us. And alſo why 
he did it; or what were the animating mo- 

tives which engaged him to ſuch a conduct 

and practice as is there deſcribed : he did it for 

the goſpels ſake, © | | 


J. Let: us look into the chapter, and ſee 
what St. Paul did. And 


1. We find that he denied himſelf ſome con- 
fiderable conveniencies and comforts of life, 
when he bad reaſon to apprehend, that his ufing 
and 777 ng them; would be a hindrance to the 
faithful diſcharge or ſucceſi of his miniſtry. He 
inſtanees in two particulars, in the beginning 
of this chapter. One was his denying himſelf 
the comfort of a ſpouſe and family; the other 
} was his not requiring a maintenance from thoſe 
amongſt whom he Jaboured in the goſpel, 
but rather chooſing to work with his own 
hands for a livelihood ; in both which he had 
a right to have gratified himſelf if he had 
ſo thought fit. Have we not a power, ſays 
he, 10 eat and to-drink ? that is; at the expence 
of thoſe to whom we miniſter ; have we not 


power 


© Sf 
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power to lead about a fler, a wife, as well as 
other apoſtles, and as the brethren of the Lord, 
and Cephas; or IT only and Barnabas, have 
not wwe power to forbare working? ver. 4, 5, 6. 
But ¶ have uſed none of theſe things, ver. 15. 
As to bis living ſingle ; though it was law- 
ful for him to marry if he. pleaſed, as well 
as other Apoſtles, and chriſtian miniſters ; 
yet as a wife and family, might have been 
ſome hinderanee to him, in the diſcharge 
of his apoſtolic office; which was not to 
ſettle as a ſtated miniſter in any one church, 
but to travel about from one city, and one. 
country to another, in order to ſpread the 
favour of the knowledge of Chriſt; and to 
plant churches up and down in the world ; 
he choſe, for the advantage of his miniſtry, to 
keep himſelf fingle, and to deny himſelf 
the comfort of a married life. 
As to the other inſtance of his ſelf-denial, 
viz. his not requiring a maintenance, from 
thoſe.among whom he laboured in the goſ- 
|; neither was that a matter of duty. St. 
Paul had the ſame right to expect a main- 
tenance for his preaching, as other miniſters 
had, and which they might juſtly claim; 
as he proves at large by ſeveral arguments 
from ver. 7, to 15. nevertheleſs, ſays he, we 
have not uſed this power, leaſt we ſhould hinder 
the goſpel of Cbriſt, ver. 12. But though be 
had received wages of other churches ®, in 


which he had miniſtered, yet at Gorinth, he 
choſe 


* 2 Cor. xi. 8, 
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choſe rather to earn his bread by the labour 
of His Hands, than to be ſubſſted at their 
expence; for Corinth was a large and rich 
tity, mach famed in thoſe times for it's trade, 
and wealth; and it is commonly found, that 
thoſe who” have moſt of this world, love it 
moſt, and are moſt backward to part with 
any of it. Therefore though St. Paul had not 
ſctu pled to receive a ſalary for his preaching at 
Philippi +, which was a much poorer place, 
as being under no apprehenfion, that that +, 
Httle expence which attended the goſpel 
would prejudice them againſt it; yet he was 
afraid of ufing the fame liberty with the 
richer. Corinthians; leaſt it ſhould fo pteju- 
dice them againſt him, as that they would 
not attend to his preaching ; therefore at Co- 
rinth, he would rather work for his bread, 
than caſt ſuch a ſtumbling-block in their 
way of receiving the goſpel. | | 

Now, though it is probable that you, 
my brother, may never be in ſuch circum- 
ſtances as ſhould call you to praQtiſe either 
of theſe fame acts of ſelf-denial, that St. 
Paul praQtiſed ; yet thus far his example 
ſhould be a pattern to you, that you alſo 
ſhould freely deny yourſelf, not only all 

ul gratifications, but even ſuch as are in 
themſelves awful and innocent, when the 
uſe of them would be like to prejudice your 
miniſtry, and to hinder the ſucceſs of it. 
You muſt follow not only the things that 
Dh 2 are 

Phil. v. 10, 15. 
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are true, and honeſt, and juff, and pure, but 
thoſe things which are lovely and of good 2 
And therefore, ſuppoſe now, for in 1 
there ſhould be any diverfion or amuſement, 
which, however lawful in itſelf, is yet mat- 
ter of evil report among any conſid 
number of ſerious chriſtians, ſo that your 
practice of it would be like to prejudice 
our character with them, as a miniſter, 
and conſequently to hinder the ſucceſs of 
your miniſtry; to be ſure, you ſhould moſt 
readily deny yourſelf in ſo little a matter, 
when St. Paul would, for the ſame reaſon, 
deny himſelf, in matters of ſo much great- 
er moment to the comfort of life, GGG. 
Sc, as to your ſtudies; there are ſeveral 
branches of polite literature, and philoſo- 
phic ſcience, which are in themſelves very 
innocent, and highly entertaining, and in 
the ſtudy of which, you might ſpend much 
of your time with no little pleaſure; but, 
here again, you will find it needful to prac- 
tiſe ſelf-denial, while much more important 
ſtudies and labours demand your time, 
mean thoſe of your miniſtry ; concerning 
which, the rule which God has given you 
in his word is, that you are to give attendance 
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine, that 
you are to meditate on theſe things, and to 
give yourſelf wholly to them *, Not but that 
ſome relaxation from the ſeverer ſtudies, by 
ſometimes diverting to other matters, which 
| are 


7 Phil. iv. 8. *. Tim. iv. 135 15. 
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| are leſs laborious, is certainly allowable; and 
may alſo be very uſeful, in order to recreate 
the mind, and recruit the exhauſted ſpirits : 
but yet you are now to look upon all other 
ſtudies beſide divinity, and what has an im- 
mediate relation to it, rather as amuſements 
than as buſineſs; and as ſuch you are not to 
ſuffer them to waſte much of your time. 
I reckon your time for philoſophic ſtudies 
is in a manner over, now you have taken up- 
on you the + erp charge: only I wiſh that 
you may always retain the good ſtock of 
that ſort of knowledge you have already 
gained, and be till rather improving in it, 
than loſing it; if it were only for this reaſon, 
that the miniſtry may not be deſpiſed, But 
let me remind you, that it is not your being 
buſy, and ſpending much time in your ſtudy, 
that will acquit you of the charge of being 
a ſlothful ſervant: of your Lord, if you are 
chiefly taken up with ſuch ſtudies, as have 
little, or no ſabſerviency to the great work 
of the miniſtry. Thus, Sir, you ſee /elf- 
— be neceſſary with reſpect to your 
udies. | 

And fo alſo with reſpect to your vi/its. 
For though it is an innocent, as well as 
pleaſant recreation to viſit your friends, nay 
it is a branch of your miniſterial duty to 
viſit your flock; yet too large a portion of 
your time may be conſumed in that way, 
which therefore you are to watch againſt, 
As to the perſons you viſit, you muſt not 
| 1 always 
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always 'gratify your inclination, by: viſiting 
the more polite and chearful, the rich and 
learned; but you mult ſometimes deny your- 
{elf that pleaſure, by viſiting the poor af the 
flack, = ck, and the afiifed, from whom 
you will hear nothing but mourpful. tales, 
and {ad complaints: in this you mult ap- 
prove yourſelf a follower, as — 4 ſer vant 
of Chriſt; who was. ſent to preach, the gofs 
þ#l to the. par, to heal the broken ear, mg 
is comfort theſe that nurn. 

But yet, Sir, let it not diſcourage. you, 
that you will be obliged. to practiſe this, 
and, it may be, many more ſuch, like. acts 
of ſelf⸗denial, if you will 2755 gurſelf as 
3 worthy miniſter of the goſ I. mu 
alſo tell zou, what, qver- ancing {aj 
tian St, Paul found, in re Gag ppan thoſe 
greater acts of ſelf. denial which he had prac- 
tiſed, and which had not a little contributed 
to the good ſucceſs of his, mipiſtry ; he re- 
flected back upon it, with a ſatisfaction ia 

great, that he would rather die than forego 


It, as in ver. 15. it is better for me to die than 


that any man ſhould make my glorying void: 
that is, by having it to ſay, that I would not 
deny myſelf theſe worldly conveniences and 
comforts, or indeed apy others, for the ſake 
of adyapcing the bonour of Chriſt, of ga- 
thering ſubjects into His kingdom, and tas 
ving precious: ſouls. 

Well, Sir, this is the firſt article of St. 


Pauls conduct, recorded in this chapter, 


0 which 


} 


) 
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which I would reccomend to your imi- 


tation. 

He denied bimſelf Gwe very conſiderable 
conveniences, and - comforts of life, hen 
he had reaſon to apprehend, that it he 
gratificd himſelf with them, it might prove 

a hindrance” to the faithful diſcharge, and 
to the good ſucceſs of his miniſtry. Another 
article of St. Paul's practice, which is recor- 
ded in this chapter, — which I would by 
all means reccomend to you, is, 

2. That he. ached the go jpel of Grip. 
For ſo be terms his 7 preg ing, ver. 16. 
though I preach the 8 in ver. 18. 
he calls tbe goſpel 2 I know, Sir, 
you are not now to learn 2 the 275 is, 
thoſe good tidings, as the word goſpel ſig- 
nifies, to the ſinners of this world; that re- 
velation of the grace of God, concerning our 
redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, which is con- 
tained in the Bible, chiefly in the New Teſ- 
tament. This is called 2 goſpel of Cbriſt, 


3 becauſe He is the author of it (for 


it was all revealed by — either in 2 
own, perſon, or by His prophets and Apoſt 
under the influence The ſpicit) but. be ale 
becauſe He is the chief lubſeck 2 it: and 
therefore what the Apoſtle — calls preach= 
ing tbe. goſpel, he elſewhere calls preaching. 
Chriſt, as Chap: i. 23. we preach Chriſt cru- 
cified, to the Fews a ſiumbling-block, and to 
the 2 Feoliſbneſi. And ſo in many o- 


eee to preach cn. and to — 
: 
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the goſpel, mean the very ſame thing. Now 
Chrift, or his goſpel, was the conſtant ſub- 
ject of St. Paul's preaching, as he tells the 
Cormnthrans, 1 Cor. ii. 2. J determined not to 
know, that is, to make known, or inſiſt up- 
on, any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified. Let me then recommend 
to you, the example of St. Paul in this mat- 
ter, who was, I make no doubt, the beſt 
Chriſtian preacher, the church was eyer 
bleſſed with: however we are fure he wat 
not a whit behind the chiefeff Apoſtles Þ. 
and from his practice in preaching you may 
beft inform yourſelf, what it is to preach 
Chriſt, and how you are to preach his gof- \ 
pel, ſo as to approve yourſelf a ſkilful, and 
faithful miniſter of the - New Teſtament. 
Now it appears that Chriſt was the chief fab 
jet matter of St. Paul's preaching ; the 
rus he was continually ſpeaking of jn all 

is ſermons. Sometimes he is proving that 
Fefus is the Chrift, Of which he mightily 
convinced the Jews by their own ſcriptures *. 
Oftentimes you hear him diſplaying the in 
glories of the perſon of Chrift, as God mani- 
feſt in the fleſh, the brightneſs of the Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of bis perſon, and 
God over all, bleſſed for evermore : and as to 
his humanity, he ff. born f every crea- 
ture, made indeed in all things like-umto us, 
but only «without fin. And how continually 
does he inſiſt upon the offices of Chriſt, who 


+ 2 Cor, xi. 5. Acts xvlii. 28. 
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is the Prophet, Prief, and King of His 
church, their Captain, Advocate, and Fudge. 
How largely does he open the defign of 
His coming, the intent of His. death, the 


virtue of His ſacrifice, with the bleſſed fruits 


that flow from it, to all who believe in 
Him. His name is with St. Paul, as an 
ointment d forth, How few verſes can 
ONE together in any of his epiſtles, 
without meeting with the name of Chriſt ? 
it is obſerved to occur ten times over, in the 
firſt ten verſes of this epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians. And even when St. Paul inculcated 
ſocial, and other moral duties, (for he preach- 
ed Chriſt _ as a King, as well as a Saviour) 
yet how very different is his ſtrain of preach- 
ing, from that of the heathen moraliſts? 
though many of the duties which he preach- 


ed, were the ſame that they inculcated; 


yet there was this that moſt effectually diſ- 
tinguiſhed his preaching from theirs ; that 
he has a conſtant reference to Chriſt; his 
motives to duty, are chiefly taken from the 
grace and love of Chrift, and our obligations 
to Him, If he has occaſion to remind poor 
ſervants, or flaves, who had embraced the 
chriſtian faith, of their duty, to be honeſt and 
faithful, and obedient to their maſters ; it 
is, that they might adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things, Tit. ii. 10. St. 
Paul preached up duty as much as any man: 
but then, it was upon ſuch principles, 
and with ſuch motives, as are peculiarly chtiſ- 

| | | tian. 


[ 
| 
, 
j " 


=_— Jennmas' Charge. 


tian. And indeed. I cannot "fee, with what 
tolerable propriety any man can be called a 
preacher of- Chrid, and of his golpel who 
preaches nothing but what a heathen-moraliſt 
might have preached. A goſpel-fermon with 
nothing of the peculiarities of the goſpel in 

it, is an egregious ho digit; 

1 would only add further under this head, 
that St. Paul made it very much the deſign, 
and drift of his preaching, to bring ſinners to 
Chriſt: to perfwade them to accept of him, 
to clofe with him, and truſt in him as their 
Saviour; and fo he made Chriſt the defign 
and intent of his preaching, as well as the chief 
fubject of it. This was his main point in 
view, at which he aimed and directed the 
whole of his miniſterial labours. For this 

purpoſe, in what lively colours does St. Paul 
play the excellencies of Chriſt, as a moſt 
ſuĩtable and all- ſufficient Saviour? In what a 
convincing and affecting manner does he ſet 
before” ſinners their need of Chriſt to ſave 
them, their loft and undone ſtate by nature, 
and their utter inability to deliver themſelves 
ont of it, as being without firength, and, in a 
moral ſenſe, no better than head in treſpaſſes 
and fins : and conſequently, their need * 

of the righteouſneſs and grace of Chriſt, 
juſtify them from their guilt, and to purify 
their polluted natures, and fo fo make them 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
inte in light. How earneſtly does he preſs 
fingers, by the . moſt perſuaſive motives and 
argue 
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ments, to come to Chriſt ? as ſometimes; 
by the mercies of God, and the bomeli of Chriſt, 
ſometimes by the ferrors of the Lord, againſt 
all that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ? How does he alſo endeavour to lead 
men to the moſt humble and dutiful regard to 
the ſprrit | of Chriſt? and to ſeek and depend 
on his influence and aid, to ſanctify their. na- 
tures, to ſtrengthen them with might ſor 
orming all «their duties, and to ſupport, 
and to comfort them i in all their v N a 
troubles. 

Well, thus St. Pail preached Chriſt These 
were che doctrines, theſe the divine leſſons 
which he delivered fe of all (iv mpuroy, as 
nile aks 1 Cor. xv. 3.) as the prime and 

7 things, which gaſpel- miniſters 
ſhoul, preach, and inculcate; and to which, 
under God, was owing his wonderful ſuc- 
ceſs; Let me therefore recommend it to you, 
Sir! as you hope for ſucceſs in your y 
to endeavour to imitate this excellent pattern. 
Thus do you preach the goſpel of Chriſt as 
St. Paul did. But I muſt not dwell any 
longer upon this head, that I may leave room 
for ſome — particulars of St. Pauls con- 
duct and practice, which are recorded in the 
chapter we are now upon. As, 

3. He not only preached the goſpel of 
Chriſt, but he did it moſt willingly, ver. 17: 
15 1 dv this thing willingly, I have @ reward 

but if againſt my will, a diſpenſation , of tlie 
goſpel is committed to me; or a ſtewardſhip, 
as the ſame word iselſewhere rendered. The 


great Lord and Maſter of the whole family of 
| K heaven 
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heaven and earthy has a ſovereign right to ap- 
point to every ſervant his — and buſineſs. 
He had inted this work to Paul, to go 
and preach his goſpel... This he had. given 
him in charge and truſt; and fot this he muſt 
be accountable. another day, Willing there- 
fore, or un willing, preach he muſt : a neceſſi- 
ty was laid upon bim, and wo would be to him, 
i be did not preach the. gaſpel, ver. 26. But it 
was St. Paul's great happineſs, that his Lord, 
vrho had called him to this work, had alſo in- 
clined his heart to it; ſo that he ſerved; him 
not as by conſtraint, but with a willing mind. 
He took great pleaſure in his work of preach- 
ing the goſpel; and did not at all deſire to be 
diſwifceq from this ſervice: we. hear. him, 
once and again, requeſting the prayers of his 
friends for him, that he. might have liberty, 
and opportunity to preach; but never that he 
might be excuſed from preaching. This evi- 
dently; manifeſted his ardent love to., Chriſt, 
his deſire to do good to ſouls, and his reliſh for 
the doctrines of the goſpel : he loved to think 
of them, and delighted to preach them. 

- Now ſuch a temper, ſuch a reliſh for the 
golpel, and ſuch a delight. in the work of the 
miniſtry as St. Paul had, how deſitable is it! 
nay, how highly neceſſary to our comfort in 
our work, and probably to our good ſucceſs. 
For it muſt needs be an uncomſortable thing, 
for a man to be obliged to be continually 
thinking and ſpeaking of thoſe things to others, 
which he has no reliſh for, no delight in him- 
ſelf. To be dragged, as it were, to his work, 


from week to week, and from year to year; 
what 
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vrhat is it but a perpetual ſlavery ! How much 
better would it be for ſuch à miniſter to be 
employed about any other buſineſs which he 
could reliſh, and delight in: how much more 
comfortable would his life be to himſelf, as 
well as, probably, more uſeful to others _ 
| Now, Sir! 1am well perſuaded, you would 
not have taken this office upon you, if you 
had not found your heart inclined to it; and 
if God had not given you a favour of the 
truths of the goſpel : therefore all that I have 
to recommend to you on this head is, that 
you would endeayour,- ſtill to cultivate, and 
further to improve this happy temper and re- 
liſh in your own ſoul. Strive and pray that 
may more and more taſte the ſweetneſs, 
and feel the power, of thoſe heavenly' truths 
which you preach: and ſo will your work 
go on with eaſe and comfort; and with ad- 
vantage to your own ſoul, as well as to the 
ſouls of thoſe to whom you preach. Let 
thoſe words of the pſalmiſt, and of the apoſtle, 
be as the motto to every ſermon; I believed, 
and therefore have T ſpoken*. Let me further 
remind you, 

4. Of St. Pauls remarkable condeſcenfoon to 
the weak and ignorant for their ſpiritual bene- 
fit ; which is alſo recorded in the chapter now 
before us, ver. 19. and following. Though I 
be free from all men, yet 1 have made myſelf 

nt to all, that I might gain the more; to 
the Jew I became as. a Jeu, &c. Thus did 
St. Paul himſelf practiſe the law of kindneſs, 
which he elſewhere preſcribes, Rom. xv. 2 


ee ee 
* Pfſalm cxvi. 10. 2 Cor. iv. 13. 
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Let every one of us pleaſe bis neighbour for his 
good to edrfication. Thus did he ſuit himſelf 
to the humours, and comply with the cuſ- 
toms, of all parties, in things lawful and in- 
different, that he might gain the more eaſy 
admiffion for the docttine which he preached 
into their hearts. He would moſt freely be \W) 
their ſervant for Feſus fake 5 and accordingly, 
he was vs cautious and careful not to offend 
any of thoſe among whom he had the oppor- 
tunity of exerciſing his miniſtry, as a poor ſer- 
vant, or ſlave, is of offending his Maſter, who 
has an abſolute power over him. St. Paul, 
though the chiefeſt of the ape/iles, and though 
upon proper occaſions, he could magnify his * 
office ; yet, in order to win ſouls to Chriſt, he 
would not only condeſcend to converſe 
with the: pooreſt and meaneſt of the people, 
but he would ſtoop to the humours of the 
weak, and ignorant, and gratify them in any 
thing that he could lawfully. Such a beha- 
viour muſt needs be very winning; and no 
doubt but it was one conſiderable means, un- 
det God, of the great ſucceſs of his miniſ- |» 
try. And i it is with a view to the ſucceſs'of 
your miniſtry, that I would recommend St, 
Paul's temper and behavour, in this matter, 
to your imitation. Thus be you p:tiful and 
courteous, and condeſcend to men ef low eftate ; 
and, if it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you live 
peaceably with' all men: for the ſervant f 'the 
Lord muſt not firive, but be gentle, ſhowing 
all meekneſs to all men. Let no haughty, and 
forbidding- airs, diſcourage the meaneſt per- 


ſons from ee * for inſtruction 
* and 


9 


9 
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and counſel in the concerns of their ſouls. A 
humble, kind, condeſcending behaviour to- 
wards the poor of the flock, will very much 
contribute to your uſefulneſs among them; 
and to their edification. And if you culti- 
vate a decent familiarity with plain humble 
chriſtians, it may contribute, not a little, to 


your edification as well as theirs: for thereby 


you will encourage them to open their hearts 
to you, concerning the dealings of God with 
their ſouls ; by 'which you may improve your 
own knowledge of experimental religion: 
and you will hereby alſo be directed to ſuit 
and adapt your public diſcourſes to the various 
circumſtances of the ſouls of thoſe whom 
you preach to; to ſupport the weak, to com- 
fort the feeble· minded, to reclaim the back- 
ſliding, and to give to every one their portion 
in due ſeaſon. 

When you ſhall have occaſion, (as alas! 
you muſt expect to have occaſion) to reprove 


and rebuke ſuch as walk diſorderly, let not any 


angry words ſtir up ſtrife ; for that will, in 
all - probability, defeat the: end of your re- 
proving :- but let it be done with the ſpirit of 
meekneſs: let your reproofs and admonitions, 
always breathe the ſpirit of love, and tender 
compaſhon to their ſouls. 

I would further, before I leave this head, 
earneſtly recommend it to you, to condeſcend 


not only to men of low eſtate z but to cbil- 


dren of low, and imperfect age. Have your 
eye upon the lambs of the flock ; and endea- 
vour to carry them, as it were, in your arms 
to Chriſt, Take a kind notice of them; ſtoop 

to 
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| to their capacities, and theif years: and ſo, 
4 very poſſibly, you may have the opportunity 
} of inſtilling ſacred knowledge. into their ſouls 
4 betimes ; if not by public catechiſing, (which 
1 I would much recommend) yet, at leaſt, by 
. more private converſation with them at the 
houſes of their parents; and ſo you may 
happily be the inſtrument of making ſuch 
good impreſſions upon their minds, as will 
never wear off, For this you have the ex- 
ample of a much greater than Paul, even 
Chriſt himſelf, who encouraged the bringing 
of children to him, and was much diſ- 
pleaſed with thoſe who hindered it; and ſaid, 
fuffer little children to come unto me, and Hor. 8 
hid them not, for of ſuch is the kingdom of God, 


Matt, xix. 14. It is reported by an an- 
cient writer *, that the famous Inatius, who 


was biſhop, or paſtor, of the church at Anti- 
och, and who ſuftered martyrdom for Chriſt, 
was one of thoſe children. And if ſo, it is 
not unlikely that the memory of the kind 
condeſcenſion of Chriſt to him, when he 
was but a child, might be one thing that uni- A 
ted his heart ſo cloſely to bin, f in the bonds of 
love, in his old age. 

Another thing, which I find hinted in this 
chapter which is now before us, concerning St. 
Paul, and in which I would recommend 
him as a pattern to your imitation, - is 
F. That he encouraged bimſelf to the workof 
the miniſtry, by the ammating hope of a glorious 
reward, If I ds this thing willingly, I have a 
reward, ver. 17. For though a neceſſity * 

| * | laid 


* Nicephorus. * 
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laid upon him to preach the goſpel, by the 
appointment and command of God ; fo that 
whether willing or unwilling, preach he muſt, 
or wo would be to him; however, ſuch is the 
graciouſneſs of this great Lord, that if his 
ſervants ſerve him faithſully and willingly, 
though after all they are to him unprofitable 
ſervants, and therefore do not merit any thing 
from him, yet he will give them a rich and 
glorious reward. We read much and often 
of the reward which Chriſt will beſtow on all 
his faithful ſervants, in the day of judgment; 
and it is alſo intimated that his miniſters, who 
have been faithful and diligent in their work, 
ſhall have ſome diſtinguiſhed reward. As in 
Dan. xii. , 3. They that be wiſe, ſhall ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to rigbteouſneſi, as the ſtars for 
ever and ever, which ſhine brighter than the 
reſt of the firmament. And ſo St. Paul ex- 
pected, that thoſe chriſtians among whom he 
had laboured in the goſpel, would be his joy 
and crown of rejoicing, in the preſence of our 
Lord Jeſus . Chriſt at his. coming. 1 Thell. ii. 
19. Nay, though the happy fucceſs.ſhould 
not attend our miniſtry, which it is not-in our 
power to command]; yet if we are faithful, 
laborious and diligent, we ſhall. not loſe our 
reward; but we ſhall be unto. God a ſweet 
ſavour- of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and 
in them. that  periſh*, Let our ſucceſs. be 
what it will, as to thoſe to whom we-preach, 
though not one foul ſhould be converted by 
our preaching, yet, if we — ourſelves 
diligent 


* 2 Cor, ii. 15. 
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diligent and faithful to Him who has put us 
into the miniſtry, and who will be our judge 
in the great day, he will aſſuredly give us 
the reward which he has promiſed to his faith- 
fol miniſters. Now with this hope and proſ- 
pect St. Paul animated and encouraged him- 
{elf to his miniſterial work. I do this 
* willingly, ſays he, I have a reward, which 
« will vaſtly more than ballance all the la- 
*.-bours, and all the difficulties, and all the 
«. perſecutions and ſufferings which the faith- 
e ful diſcharge of the duties of my office 
© may expoſe me to.“ pays | l 
Thus, Sir! ſhould you encourage and ani- 
mate your own heart to the ſacred work of 
the miniſtry. Not only ſhould you cheriſh 
in your heart, an earneſt deſire of glorifying 
Chriſt; and doing good to ſouls ; but alſo a 
lively hope and expectation of it. Study and 
preach in hope of being eminently uſeful 
in this world; and eminently happy and 
glorious in the world to come. Though you 
will always have reaſon to write yourſelf an 
unprofitable ſervant, and leſs than the leaſt of 
all God's mercies ; yet, from his free and a- 
bundant grace, and from his faithfulneſs in 
fulfilling the promiſes of his word, you have . 
encouragement to hope for a rich and glorious 
reward. Be you, therefore, fedfaſt and im- 
moveable, abounding akvays in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as you know that your labour - 
is not in vain in the Lord. | 
There is yet one thing more, which St. 
Paul records of himſelf in this chapter, which 
I muſt not paſs over, viz. 


6. That 


* 


WW 
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6. That he alſo awed himſelf t diligence 
and faithfulneſs in the diſcharge of the duties of 
#s office, by the confideration of the dreadful 
doom of the negligent and unfaithful. Wo is 
unto me I preach not the goſpel, ver. 18. 
And again, in the laſt verſe of this chapter, 
1 keep under my body, and bring it into ſub- 


jection, leaſt that by any means, when I have 


preached to others, 1myſelf ſhould be a caſt-auay, 


or diſapproved : (as you know the Greek- 


word. ſignifies) diſapproved as a wicked and 
flothful ſervant, and caſt into the outer dark- 
neſs. For, as you have ſeen before, that 
ſome diſtinguiſhed reward of happineſs and 
glory is promiſed to faithful miniſters, to en- 
courage them to their difficult work; fo, the 
unfaithful and flothful muſt expect, ſome diſ- 
tinguiſhed puniſhment above the common 
rate of other ſinners. It is a ſacred maxim, 
that to whom much is given, of them ſhall 
much be required. As miniſters, therefore, 
are favoured of God with ſpecial advantages 
for perſonal religion above moſt other men, 
in as much as the duty of their private cal- 
ling has a tendency to improve their ſouls in 
knowledge and grace ; whereas the particular 
callings of other people, often prove to them 
great diſtractions, and tend to divert their 
minds from their high calling, from attending 


to the one thing needful; as therefore mini- 


ſters, have ſuch 'peculiar advantages, they 
are more accountable to God than others ; 


and will be more ſeverely accounted with 


than any other perſons. And as God has com- 


mitted to them a more important truſt than 


. 


L | to 
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to others, has even put them in truſt with the 
goſpel *, in the diſcharge of which, the inter- 
eſt of his own glory, and the everlaſting wel- 
fare of precious ſouls is nearly concerned; 
therefore unfaithfulneſs in this truſt, will 
doubtleſs be more ſeverely puniſhed than in 
any other. I will cloſe this head; with only re- 
minding you of thoſe awful, and alarming 
words of God to the prophet Ezekiel, which 
are equally applicable to chriſtian miniſters. 
Ezek. xxxiii. 7, 8, O ſon of man, I have ſet 
thee a watchman to the houſe of Iſrael ; there- 
fore thou ſhalt hear the word at my mouth, 


and warn them from me: when I ſay unto the 


wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; 
i thou doft not ſpeak to warn the wicked from 

s way, that wicked man ſhall die in his ini- 
quity, fas bis blood will 1require at thy hand. 

Thus, Sir ! I have ſet before you an illuſ- 
trious pattern of miniſterial conduct in the 
great Apoſtle St. Paul. The beſt cuarce I 
can give you is, go tbo, and do likewiſe. 
The reaſonableneſs, and importance of 
ſuch a conduct and behaviour, might fur- 
ther appear, if we had time to conſider, 


II. St. Paul's reaſons, and motives to do 
all this; which he expreſſes in the latter 
part of that verſe on which I have chiefly 
grounded this diſcourſe. This I do for the 
goſpels ſake, that I might be partaker thereof 
with %.. Which words contain, two rea- 
fons and motives for Paul's conduct. 


4. The firſt was his owe wan and to 


* I Theſl. i ii. 4. 
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His goſpel. This T ds for the goſpels ſake; 
for the honour of my dear Lord and Saviour, 


whoſe goſpel it is; and in hope of promotin 
the intereſt of this kingdom. Oh! that 
could ſpread the glad tidings of ſalvation 
« by Jeſus Chriſt, as wide as the world it- 
« ſelf : and that I could prevail with all 
« men, to fly to that reſuge which the goſ- 
“ pel points out to the ſinners of this world; 
te where my own ſoul has found ſaftey and 
„ comfort: Oh ! that I could make all men 
e ſee and taſte that excelleney and glory in the 
* poſpel that I have done This 1 do for 
the goſpels ſake. And, 5 

2. The other motive that engaged and 
animated St. Paul, to do this that we have 
heard of before, was bis care und concern for 
his own ſalvation. That I night be partaker 
thereof with you. The words with you, are 


not in the original, and there is no need of 


ſupplying them; for the text will read very 
well without them. That I may be parta- 


ker 7heresf, that is of the bleſſings, and pri- 


viledges of the goſpel ; Tuch as pardon of 
ſin, peace with God, ſanctification, and e- 
ternal life. Miniſters ſtand in need of the 
fame fal vation which they preach to others; 
and they have no other way of obtaining 
ſal vation for their own ſouls, but that which 
they direct others to. It is not our being 
miniſters and preachers only, that will a- 
vail for our ſalvation, any more than qur 
hearers being hearers only, will avail for 
theirs. You remember that Chriſt Him- 
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3 . 15 at — 4 
ES  Hiſedges.of tlie goſpel: and EPEA A God 
has given us ſuch advantages above offiers; 
7 5 as 1 hinted before) and as he has committect 
| to vs, ſo great, ſo irn portant g truſt/ 

ould we after all, through Har negligence 
and u uofartbftlneks, be clip {bythe 

' groat ad righteons' Judge, oi dau a 

ſeßtence of condemnation” will. be ptonoun- 
ced upon us! we, wholike' Capernaum have 
been. exalted to enten, muſt expect to be 
thruſt down into the loweſt Bell. "How much 
1 therefore ſhould we be - concerned to ſee to it, 
ta while we preach the goſpel of ſalyat to 
|  »- Others, we are partakets of thab falyat 5 
durſelves. And if, we ate faithful and Shs 
gent in our work, we hayg 90 reafon 
. doubt; but that gur Lord Will bless pg 6! 
bours with comfortable ſucceſs; That He 
. ſet his ſeal to our miniſtry, by attending | 
j tit the efficacious power of His good ſpis . 
1 = for the glory of Ohtiſt, and for the falt 
1, - vation of fitiners, whg ſhall he Gut glory.aqd 
+: ur. Joy, both in this yorld,: and WY 


= <7 hich is to come. — r 
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